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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thes foUowing Romance k foanded upon 
a Tale that I have read in prose^ but the 
nattie of the novel whioh contains it^ I for* 
get. The stoiy in prose, as far as I can 
recòlleet it^ is simply this : *^ Lothaire sleeps 
in a eave^ and is disturbed with visions, 
He. fkids be had slept upon a grave, and 
diseovers a battle-axe upon it. He takes 
it up and leaves the cave. He is met by 
a hermit, who conducts him io the castle 
of a Baron, and then opening bis garment, 
diseovers nothing but a human skeleton 
inside/^ This is ali I remember of the 
prójSe>'so that I may justly claim the joierít 



VI 

of originality in the following Romance. 
Âfter I had finished it, I was informed bjr 
Ensign Frendi, of the Isl West índia rc- 
giment,,&ince deceased, that he had seen a 
Melo-draraa performed at Astley's, called, 
'f Blood will have Blood -, ot, the Battle of 
the Two Bridges," which, upon my read- 
inghim the manuscript, he said, resembled 
this Romance in some parts. Howeverj 
as I have neither seen performed, nor read 
the Entertainment above-mentioned, I can- 
not be supposed to have borrowed from it^ 
except in.the circumstance mentioned in 
the 9th, lOth, and Uth Unes o^the 19th 
verse of the 5th Canto, which I afterwards 
inseírted on hearlng a desci;iptIon of the 
piece from the mouth of Mr. French. 

R. G. 
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PREFATORY PÕEM. 



AlusE of the South ! that lingering long 
In Northern Britain's colder shore^ 

Struck to the harp thy wildest song, 
lliat harp which Scotia^s poet bore. 

O let thy kindred clime again 
The blessings of thy presence know ! 

In Albion wake the deathless strain, 
Or wake at least no worthless glow ! 

So shall the j^nds^ around whose shore 
The foamy waves of ocean boil^ 

Be by the world held evermore, 
One muse, one people^. and one isle l 



ILútbíLÍtt* 



CANTO t 



THE CAVERN. 



-.» — 



LOTHAIRK 



CANTO L 



THE CAVERN. 



I. 

f A8T as lhe light ofday-decayed 
So fast the tetopest^s clamour ceased ; 
The winds in geittk murmuris played. 
And seftly swept the oceanos breast : 
The thunder ceased its sullen sound, 
The lightiátig^ stõpped itóangry glare, 
The waves in murmure rolling round. 
No longer drenched with foam theair. 
Serene and calm the evening smiled 
On green Calabria's lonely shore^ 
And with the wood doye^s song beguiled^ 
The tempest tbundered death no more i 
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But many a g^Uant breast was cold 
That saw the morning^s purple ney, 
0'er whom the broken billowsroUed, 
Their v|^i wrecked within the bay ! 



II. 



Âlone had scaped the young Lothaúre^ 
Who thro' the boiling iiood; ali bare> 

Wheii suDk the seaman band, 
Had boldly ploughed hh dangerous vfoy, 
Lashed witb strong arm the foamy spray^ 

And safely gained the laiid; 



III. 

Naked and cold upon the shore 

With weed and white foam covered o^er. 



Pensive awhile the warrior áÊoA, 

Apd eyedtthe broad-extended flood : 

There, .inast and cordage floated wide. 

And scatter^d planks o^erspread the tide. 

And many a body void of breath 

Carne rolling to the beach in death. 

Deep was tíie sigh that sudden broke 

As from the wave be turnM bis look» 

And round surveyed the lonely coaât^ 

In fading twilight almost lost : 

Far on the leA a dreary wood 

Of 8olemn pines, umbrageous stood. 

And to the right, where bladed graas 

Shewe4 lerei space for foot to pass, 

« 
Glose to the jneadow's ample way 

A lòíty, cavemed mountain lay. 

The Sun was sunk from mortal sight, 

The^kies had lost their crimson ligfat s 

Darkness drew wide her cnrtain round. 

And lonely silénce reigned profound. 



High in mi^ H<í9YeD her ofb of ligbt 
The ck>ud(e69 mofm tevealeâ tosig^t. 
And castiog on the scene ber iray, 
lUumed it with a silver ààyi 
The wood-dove slept beneaih the gleam^ 
And kft the ovrl aloneto ecreám^. 
And tbi:o'..thfi«hade; int«»t.€i] prcy, 
The foiest-isi^rage stalked bis wajr- 



IV. 

Lotbario> wheti tbe trunipefs peat 
Mixed wilh the dinttd clasti of steel» 
And jareUjy^teinpestG^ like a cloud 
Covered ttte siia with flyiag shrowd, 
Had undísmajred, in bafttle^s.yeU 
Fraotçd Irhe atoiía that round him fell. 
Bui DOW- bàé hearfe rcobfessed a fear-r 
The forest sa^age provrUng near. 



And in his gi^asp no trusty brand 
His heádlong onset to withstand, 
But wrecked^ and naked on a shore, 
Where ne*er his feet had trod before, 
Wild Tiroods .and de^art inountains nigh- 
No wonder ánxious beamed his eye !. 
Cautious and sileaton he passed^ 
And réached a yáwning cave at last, 
Which in the mountain^s shaggy side 
Ita^gloomy sheltcr opened wide — 

Here stopped the young Lothaiire i-^ 
He listened — hit attentive ear 
No sound within U^e cave could hear ; — 
He looked — no oliject met his sight^ 
And he résoked to sleep the night 

In dreary darKntisss there ! 3;\^ 
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V- 



He entered in the gtoomy ceU, 

And on an earthem mound^s nide sweHi 

Which in the cavem lay, 
Stoopèd down bis head, and soon his eyes 
Did slunber'» sudden death surprise 

With irresiskless sway^ 
But dreadful dream» disfbrbed hU vest. 
For round his lowly bcd 
Appearéd^ in shadowy armonrâresl; 
Tb stolk the buried dead ! 
Sk>wly they waved their dim pale steei 
As by the ktiight they paased ^ . 
Their vizards lifted, did reveal 
Each coimtenance stem and gha»t i 



VI. 



Oiád was Lothario.when the raf 
Of mòrning sbewed approaching day^ 
As glimmering throii|h the cavemos. nighV 
Shot lhe first beama of orient light. - 
Bisturbed and unrefresbed he rose. 
And wiped the cold sweat from bis brows, 
Then gazbg round the ample çeli^ 
Saw that the earthem mouod^s rude swell^ 
Wbere naked from the stormy tvave 
Sleepless he stretcbed him — was a grave l 
Struck with amaxe^ bis countenance feU^ 
Wfaeni Jn a corner of the ceU, 
He saw a. cloak> moth-eaten, lie, 
Stiiined with dark spots of gory dye. 
And near it^ streak^d with sanguine crust, 
A massy war*axe^ browQ with rust! 
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VIL 

'^ No doubt/' the maaing warríor^said^ 
** The blood upofi.thy ftteel, dark blade ! 
'' Was dreached &€im him, who in tfais grave 
" NowmoidderingHes — ^somewarriorbrave! 
*' And tlK>u> damp, toni> and gory cloak^ 
*' Hid witfa dark veil hts murderer^s lo<^ ; 
*' Na w<Mider tMus disturbcd Ilay; 
'' This cavehas witnessed unfáir play I 
** By heav^ng ! ia righteous battíe^K strHe, 
; <' I sought with 2eal each foemaii^» life; 
" But ere my haitd> by malice led, 
*[ Should dye itself in murder red^ 
" IM forfeit ali a hero's claim^ • 
'' And bratid me wi(h eternal shaitie ! 
*< However, thus expoáM and bare, 
*' This cloak will siiield i»e fronj the air; 



11 



y And thia huge axe from beàst» of pré^, 
" Defend me on my lonely way/' 
He said» and wrapped him in tfae cloakv 
And in his gratip the war-axe took. 



VIIL 

» 

Soon d» he left tbe gloomy oeIL 
Soíi (m hia cliedk. tbe aea-breese feli^ . 
And mildly from ih' ethereàl way 
Flamed the broad golden orb òf day. 
The skies with morning glories spread; 
Blush^d like a iôrgin4)nde with red. 
And pieasing from the mountain nigh 
Murmured the bee. while paasing by. 
Tbe wild flower shed its fragrance sweet. 
And echoing from the wood-retreatj 
From every leafy shrub and tree, 
Wiid swelled the chorai harmony. 
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llie bladed grass was dropped with dew; 
And ali the landscape fair to view ; 
But vainly to the grief-struck heart 
Does nature ali her channs impart ! 



IX. 



Slow thro' the meadow^s grassy way. 
To anxious thoughts and cares a prey» 
Lothario bent bis lonely pace. 
And long time had he strayed ; 
When from a narrow deli was seen 
A figure of unusual mieo, 

Almost concealed from sight his face^ 
In monkUh cowl arrayed ! 
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X. 



'' Hail^ father !'' so lhe youth begun ; 
Who^ turning, answered, ** Hail^ my son ! 

Bat in an accent strange ! 
Never did brave.Lothario's ear 
A sound before so solemn hear, 

He felt his colour change ! 
Earnest he gazed the figure tall — 
And gazing, felt cold awe appal 
His troubled bosom more and more— > 
For he no buman countenance bore ! 
Down to his eyebrows fell the cowl. 
And gave bi& eyes a sullen scówL — 
While peering from their sable veil, 
His half-seen lips were deadly pale ! 
Recovering soul, again he spake — 
'' I prày thee> father \ shew the tráck 
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** That leads unto some village road» 

" Or lordly baron's proud abode ; 

" Nor wonder at my-strange attire, 

" Or this rude battle-axe admire ! — 

'' Both I discovered.in a cave, 

** When wrêckedon oeean^s stormy wave» 

" The sole sutviFor of a crew/ 

^ Naked, I there for shelter drew !" 



XI. 

The monk with awfui answer spake, 
While half Lotharío started baek, 
Dismayed at the uAearthly sound — 

Myson ! you tread unfriendly grouud ; 

What round you view, the vfhole domain^ 
^' Close borderíng to the rufiied main, 
*' Is by imperious Albert owned, 
^ A baroD^ for his power renowned. 
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" A little farther — and your eyes 
" Shall see his lordly castle rise, 
" With batdements and turrets crowned, 
*' And guarded by a' fósse around ; 
^ " Fain to our abbey would I lead 
Your footsteps to supply your need» 
But that^Dom bence isifai* remote, 
" And so is every shepfai*rd'8 oot ! 
" But go, my son ! tbo* tyrant power 
" Proud lords it in yon distant tower, 
" That ProYidence, no mortal eye 
" Can mark^ beholds thee fit>in on bigh ] 
" ^Tis tbere that novf myfootfiteps bend^ 
*' And I am sent thy guardian friend ! 
" Yet noít tôgcther tnust wc go, 
** Norshoiild the haugbty baron know 
*' Tbat I, wtío come in church^s daim, 
" Wi^h one of thy strange "figurecame ; 
V Else thehoped ^ft he migbt witbhold, 
" And be haa found bad way tp gold !' 



ií>. 
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XII. 



( 

I 



Loihario ope^d his lips nojnorè, 
' For thro' his soul the accents ran, 
Bat8Ílently his prc^ess bore 

With speedier steps across the plaiiij 
Till from an emiDence, his eyes 
Beheld the stately castle rise, 
With battlements and turreis crowned^ 
Ând guarded by a fosse around. 
Giad at the sight, with speed of wind 
. The levei mead he bounded o'eo 
And castinç a ^lort glance behind, 

Saw the mysteríous monk no more ! 
The sun had gained the midmost spaee 
Of his opponent dftily race. 



Aáà fihone ^ith fervid àsúle, 
When at the casile portal stood 
Lotbario, and at leisure viewed 

The vastembattled pile. 



XIIL 

» 

Broad was lhe fosse, and well supplied ' 
With water frotii the river^s tide, 
Wbich near the lofty ramparts strayed. 
And of the fosse a fourth part made. 
At soutb^and nortb, and east, and west^ 
Each angie to defend the best> 
A lofty loophded tumet stood, 
Commanding river, plain» and wood* 
The battlements were broad smd tall. 
And many a buttress to the wail 
Its massy strength and aid supplied^ 
And broke the river^s flowing tide. 
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The mansión in ifae miidst appeàréd : 
High the stQpehdoí» Miric Téàited 
Its spiry head, with màny a row 
Of pillars set in statdy shew : 
Casement and galleiy spreading boM, 
Reflected back the sun-like gold : 
High on its lordly beèd displayed, 
Loose to the wind, the banner played, 
Víhtâte the buroUiiai wné appeared» 
In azure^ òr, and argient reàred : 
The cottntry romid ifras fidr to seé-*» 
On plain> by streom, and tufletí treè> 
The vassal viUage roie to "Aew, 
Where crdp» of fertiie plenty grew ; 
And inters^erèed Uie goa!t and deer, 
With sheep and cattle grazifig near, 
Shçwed notàre of her bounty fVee> 
Except her b^ gift^Liberty ! 



i 



19 



XVf. 
The centinel> firom hi» higb peât^ 

Lotharao sítandl bielôW : 
" Ho ! who art tliou ?'' he toudly cribdi 
Wbilê tbe dt^eád ^haft hts batid appHéd 

Untoliís Steel €ro6s4>oir. 
Lotbarío fbutid bis ãxe and <;loàk 
Gave to Ms fmiii ilé friexidl^ look. 
And to tihe ceiítiiieltfaiis spdke. 
'' A stranger I, from Holy Land^ 
** And one of the Crusader band — 
*' Wrecked by a têmpest on your coast, 
** Survivor to a wbole crew lost. 
" Tbis «trange attire I sbáH éxplain^ 
' Tf but your noble lord will deign 
" To gtve admittancè tò bis sight 
'' To one» vAío hèm the name of kmg^. 
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XV. 

The centinel gave su44en call 
To the chief warder from the waU — 
Who to the baro^i bent his way> 
Who bade him to his si(;bt convey: 
The stranger knight The leader flew. 
And wjde theiaper portal threWj' 
And the portculUs huge updrew : - 
He next the ouler gate displayjed* 
And o'er the fosse the drawbrídge laid. 



XVI. 

Not loBg he made Lothario wait^ 
Who entered at the castle gate. 
Bat eamest was the warder's gaze 
At his strange dress and sun-burnt face 



\ 
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Scarce had he entered^ when again 

The portais were made fast. 
And with the chieftain of the traín 

Forward li^thario passed : 

« 

They left the guard that kept the fort— ^ 
Leít outer and the inner court — 
Scaled the stone steps with hasty tread 
That to the central mansion led; 
Next through the lofty plllared hall, 
Passed thro' an arched passage small — 
And last the private cloâet gained, 
Where oft the baron sole remained. 



XVII. 

The monk ilashed o^er Lotharío^s mind. 

«When he the Baron saw. 
For, saving his, no face inclined 

His breast to feel such awe ; 



He seemed of forty winters turoed^ 

Hi8 hair was rcd of hu^ 
His small grey eye» «ispicious bonied^ . 

And hollow lustre thirew ; 
Half-wcom with keen corrodiog Cttre, 

To sight, be seemed to fae ; 
Fixed on his forehead sat de^pair. 

And' wrínlded miaery : 
Yet cunnÍDg, cruelty, and príde, 

With rays together blent> 
Half-8een> were in his glance descried, 

With restless discontent. 
His stature of superior size 
SeemM fít for bardy enterprize. 
And stretched across his sinewy length, 
Appeared the signs of wond^rous strength. 
Not light the battk^axe or brand 
That suited his gigantic hand ! 
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Scaree bad ihe letid^r introduced 

Lothaire iiato his úght, 
Wh^i his strong limb» theíi* aid r efiísed» 

His eyebalk Joat tboir light. 
With reeliog feet and giddy bead« 
He tumbled) to tbe »ght, as dead. 
And uttering forth a dreadful groao» 
Lay pate and senselew on the atope 1 



XIX. 

The W9cder jcbkf wad yoatbfol kiiigbt# 
Astonisbed ^ tb^ wQnd^rpq» aight| 

Callíed loud th' ^Wetàsmt tçm» 
Who sppnj by pr^per c^re appli^d» 
And sprinkling of tbe riy^r tid^, 

Made life return again. 
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But scarce erect the baron stood, 
Scarcely again Lothario viewed, 
When ready he appeared once more 
To sink upon the marble floor, 

Till io bis servants' arma upstaid — 
" Ho ! warders ! to the castle hall 
^' Lead forth thit wretch who caused my faU/^ 

With trembliog voice he said : 
'' Mysdf m\\ follow, and arraiga 
** Him guílty of dark tmtrder^ê stain !" 



XX. 

Each eye was turaed with piercing glance 

On young Lothario^s face^ 
As gathering round, with sword and lance> 
Swift did the warder-band advance 

To guard him to the place. 
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But every eye beheld appear 
Amazementy and no mark of fear 

Upon his countenance fali. 
As he his ponderous axe resigned. 
And, foUowed by the guard behind^ 

Bold sought the castie halL 
The castie hall was vast and wide^ 
And higb adorned in gotbic pride ; 
Strong floted pillars linedthe wall, 
Supporting galleries broad and tall ; 
The casements were of ample size. 
And richly stained with paintÍDg's dyes : 
The portais were of solidòak, ' . 
The hínges brass, and brass each lock; 
/ Of oak the seats and tables roíiiid, 
The fírst with azure cushions bound : 
The pavement was òf varied stone^ 
And like a mirror smoothly shone : 
Paintings displayed around irere seen, 
Of dames and knights with frowning míeo ; 
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And statues, in eaeh mche'8 space^ 
Stood pak upon tbeir marhle base. 



XXII. 

The further end, the cbair of state 
Shewed where tíie lordly baron sate 
When judgment he proaounced, pr proud 
Har^ngued the trembling vassai craw4- 
High over this were seen displayed 
EscuCebeon, trophy, sbield» and blad^ 
Tbat glimmering forth a sullen ligl^t, 
Seemed remnants of some tattered fíght. 



XXIII. 

Lost in conjecture strange^ the knight, 
Girt by the guard and vassal baad. 



3eforç tbé ju4gi|ikei)t cbair stood bold ; 

M^Dwl^l^ 1^8 pçrmi to heli<44j 
Tbç oa«tIe tenants took tli^eir »\mi 
Wilbin tbe lofty galleríes' height. 
The baron entering, on hi9 «Utç 
Did pgrt of tbe «ttendanta wait» 
Anã «tood fm eitber side hU chatr 
As down be sat with frowning air ; 
$ut Hwas a frown wbose dark disguise 
Concealed tbe tenror in hk eyes. 



XXIV. 



*f 'Tí% kiH>wn tò ali my vassal traia/' 

With stifled accent he begatí, 

'' Thai when my brother lost bis life, 

I 

" Foul murdered by a ruíBan^» toife — " 
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Here paleness dimmed híâ còuntenance o'er. 
And his voice trembled more and more \ 
*' 'Hfiknown — ^but scarce can I relate 
" The tale of his unhappy fate. 
For of his murder when I speak 
The colour changes on my cheek— ^ 
'^ Faulters my tongue, and swims my head, 
" So dearly did I love the dead ! 
*' 'Tis known that with the Count I was, 
'* And by his murderers held in chase^ 
" When, fearful to be overtook, 
'^ I dropt yon axe and well-known cloak^ — 
'' But first stretched two upon the plain, 
'* Whence come those spots of gory stain í 
*' When 1 admitted to my sight 
** This wretch, I deemed him somç bold 

" knight ; 
'' Bat ivhen the axe and cloak I viewed, 
** By recollection's pang subdued. 
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^ I fainted on tbe raarble ílo«r, 

" And feel th* efifects, ev*n now, not o*er. 

*' No doubt of tbe assassin traia 

" This wretcb was one, and I arraiga 

<• Him guilty of dark murder*s stain ! 



SND OF CANTO J. 
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CANTO U. 



THE DUNGEON. 



LOTHAIRE. 



CANTO II. 



THE DUNGEON. 



I. 



All eyes were turned on young^ Lothaire» 
Bui chief lhe baron's> with a glare 

SuspiciouB and dismayed : 
Bui he^ in conscious virtue bold, 
His easy narrati?e thus told^ 
Wbile silenccj reigning stiil around^ 
Attended to the manly sound 

Which.feariess truth displayed. 
^' Lord Albert ! that a murderer^s name 
^ Shoidd brand my long unsullied fame 
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*' Wotild rouse my aoul io fire, 
Did not I know witbin thy breast 
Susptcion only carne a guest » 
" From this my strange attire ! 

" Hear then my tongue the truth unfold, 
*' In language*plain and clear ; 

'' I trust my story, wben His told, 
*' WiU satísfy thine ear. 



IL 



'' My name; O Baron l is Iiotfanirr» 

** Of humble parents bom» 
'' And first in 6âUia'i confines fair 

'' I saw the light of morm 
'' My cbarge for many a year it wa» 

'' To Cend my fotber^s Úodt, 
*' A swain of no ittustrloús race, 

«* But yct^ bonest stock : 
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^' Bnt vim Hm «ov^eign FimtíS}^<^ 

*' The trump of |r*r %9 ^m^, 
*^ And Europe h^r^ ber vçpgefiul tijtade, 

'* To r^sçMC hdy gropnii i 
*' Beneatb tbe sgcred crpsg 1 8|;pod 

*' A Champion for ipy <in9d, 
<' And uQd^r PhiUp'8 qju« spoi;ii viewe^ 

'^ The land whesireoj» bç trgd. 



lif. 

" In bappjr tioà^ w^e i^^ohed th^ coaste 

*' For Sion^B «acieot lord* 
'' Aod Fcederick^s mo, witb ali bis bós^ 

'' Were yieldiíig to tbe avord 
'* Of Caracas, who kd ths vau 

** Of Acre^e aom of &|iie, 
*' Bdbre him tumbfted mêá no nflll» 

'^ And wrapped tfae tents ia íbime. 
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" Our warlike numbers soon coropelled 

«' The Pagan to retire, 
« With slaughter sti^wed the sanguinc Mà, 

" And saved the camp from fire. 
'* A private 8oldier's rank I bore 

"Alone amidst the íight, 
" But Philip, when the fray was o*er, 

*' Ennobled me a knight. 



IV. 

" Soon after, Coeur ãe Lion caraé, 

" With England'8 host along, 
*« His brazen armour flàshM like flairie, 

" The chief was tall and strong. 
" Soon did the towers of Acre y ield, 

" Soon Europe*8 foree prevail, 
^' When raging thro' the battle field 

^ He poured his blows like faail. 
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^* With Caracos I saw hím mtet, 

** Anà dreadful was their strife, 
" TUI gasping at the monarch^s feet« 

" TUe Pagan gave his life. 
« Thea Acre fcll, and Gallia's lord, 

" With sçcret envy fraaght, 
^' Feigning pale sickness^ sheatbed his sword^ 

** And his own kingdom sought. 



V. 



^' Ten thousand meo alone be kit 

'' With £ngland'ii kÍDg to stay, 
'' That he xnigbt falL of France bereft> 

" To Saladia a prey. 
^ But the famed plains of Askalon 

f Pttt to his hopes a ctose» 
'* Which saw^ by Richard overtbTowo^ 

^* Tbree hundred thoustuod foes* 
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'' So were we told« when under sail 

" We 6teered for France our tray, 
** By a fitratige bark, whoee passing haO*. 

** Infonned tís of the fray« 
" Tho' Philip be my liege, I o«rn 

'' His meanness I despiaed^ 
** And ffiourned my dwn bopea cnrerthrown 

'' Of gWy that I pfized. 
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** When úea? thia islei a drcadful stCHrtn* 

" 0'ertdok our nuitterous ileeU^ 
" The day aasumed of night the foriti, ^ 

" The waves wild round u« beat - 
'' We from the rest wcre scattered 'Wlde> 
'* And driven o^er the mountain tide; 
^' The thunder roUed with awful sound^ 
"^ The lightning fítrcely fíaihed around— 



€€ 



€t 



39 

^ And such a roar from wUid and wava 
^' Arose» as might have stunned the grave. 
Our pilot skill and coiurage lost^ 
For ou Calabria's rocky coast 
''.He found ve dro!ire — with dr^adful sliock 
" Tbat moment on á ktrking rock 
The veflsd split— 4be drowniag cries 
Of ga^píag wretcfaes reached tbe ^ies. 
I» OQ a pbnk, my limbe aad breast 
Quick diaengaged <^ mail and vest, 
^ And naked, ahot the seas akmg» 
^ Made by the sigbt of land more strong, ^ 
'' Aad reached at last; the looely shove, 
^ A spot I neVr bad trod before. 
f ' The white foam tríckká down my form» 
^' And round me rattkd ail the storm. 
^ I thaaked my God witfa gratefui faeart, 
^ Yet pity in my breast ixiok part 
^ For those who undemeatb tfae wave 
'' Had foond so sooa a watery grave* 
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vu. 

" But when tbe partíag light decayed, 

*' The tempesf 8 clamorous fury ceased, 
" The evening sun-beam pierced the shâde, 

'* And sunk the raging seas to rest ; 
*' With lonely steps 1 trod the shore, 
" And heard the forèst-savage roar, 
Till in a mountain'8 ehaggy aide 
A gloomy cavem I espied — 
<' The moon was up, and chill the air, * 
" And I resolved to shelter there» 
'' I stretched me on an earthen mound. 
And sudden sunk in sleep profound> 
Bat gladly saw the day cofnfe^ . , 
'< For dieadful dreams disturbed my rest, 
" When by the light that moroing gave» 
" I found I dumbered on a grave ! 
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** And« gazing ali the cavem round^ 
'* Saw in a çorner^ on the ground, 
^* ThÍ8 mouldered cloak^ oioth-eatenA lie^ 
" And yonder axe of sanguinç dye. , 
'' Naked^ I wrapped me in the cloak» 
*' And, for defence, the war-axe took. 
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VIII. 

*' I leflthe cave, and thro' a mead 
Bent fast my solitary epeed ; 
'Twas pleasant, as I strayed along, 
" To hear the wood-dove tune her song, 
'* When from a narrow deli I saw 
" A fortn, that filled my breast with awe ; 
'^ In a monk^s cowl he stood arrayed, 
Which wrapt his form in sable shade^ 
And only leít bis face to view — 
But that ivas hke the graye in hue 1 
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** Strange lustre lightened from hia eyes, 
" And more than human seemed his voice — 
^ 'Twas him tbat pointed out the way ' 
'' To where your distant castle lay ; 
" He said himself would soon piir8ue> 
'^ For that iti cliarcfa'» ciaim to you 
" He carne, but wished not to be seen 
With one of my unwonted mienw 
Such is my iale, and had this hand 
** Thy brother giv'n the mortal stroke, 
^' Think'8t thou I would béfore thee stand 
'' With witness, like thy axe and cloak V* 
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IX. 

Lothario marked not, as hé spoke, 
Lord Albcrt'8 cfaange of hue and look, 
When he described the gloomy cave, 
The axe, and ckA, and earthen grave— 
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Attd maiked not how encreasod tb^ cbange 
'Wben speaking of tbe cowted liionk btrange. 
Hi» heUd turned round, his heart wiUl b^at. 
And scsnrccly could h^ kcêp his seat. 
A murmur ran around the haU 
As finisbed youúg Lottaaire bis tale. 



X. 



'Twas long ere frpm bis sudden trance 
The trembling Count recovery found, 
When> arming up his fearful glance. 
And lifting up his voice around — 
Tby tale is plausible he said^ 
Attd tlierefore be tby doom delayed 
^< Till comes the monk so strangdy drawn — 
" But, if he comes not by the dawa, 
'' Tby faead ihall from tby neck be hewed^ 
'' So abalt tbou render Uood for blood ! 
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«' Ho ! to the northera dungeon straight, 

« 

«' Chief Warder ! ou thy prkoDer wait !" 
So speaking^ from the hall he strode.— 
Lothaire with indignation glowed. 
And had the aze but armed hb hand 
Fewer had been the warder-band. 
Attended by the armed train 
He reached the outer court again, 
Where, sudden chained by tyrant power, 
They led him to the qorthern tower ! 



XI. 

The wardçrs here withdrew from sight, 
Ând their commander sole remainedj 

Down many a flight of sieps, the knight 
Who led, in clanking iron chained ; 

Winding and tuming as they went> 

As if down some sieep hill^s descent. 
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/Twas long ere halt they made, 
When to a door lhe chief applied 
A massy key, which opening wide, 

With smiling glance he said : 
" Eiiter, Sir Enight ! your only fiire 
^' Will be the dungeon'8 stagnant air, 

. ** No other is decreed ! ^ 
*^ And that old cloak^ when atretched alone 
" You sluinl^er on the flinty stone, 

** For coiich most serve your need ! 
' Fear not grim goblins to survey. 
For never here comes down the day^ 
Since where, Sir Sjaight ! you now reside 
'* Is undemeath the riveí^s tide !" 
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XII. 

Here aa Lothai» hé tarncd lhe lock» 

Tfaat gare a iulkn found, 
Who heasd, as back hít côune he took> 

His difltitiit flteps roKHniid. 
The leader scalcd the narrow atair 
And gladly sfw the upper air. . 



XIII. 

Left in the dungeon'8 gloom a1one> 
Lothario flung him on the stone ; 
His shackles rattled as he fell. 
And echoed awfui round the cell ; 
Tho' high above burned brightest day, 
Yet here in deepest night he lay^ 
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While dropping cokl the ciding thro' ' 
Fell on his head tb' unwholesome dev. 
The darkness round, and silence drear, 
Might quell the boldest heart with fear« 
But indignation's awell alone 
Wrung from Lothaire the bursting groan. 
Stretcfaed oq th' imeven floor be lay^ 
To torturiog thou^t aod doubt fi prej-^ 
Now thinkiDg of the Bànm^s m&^mhi, 
Now of the grave irhere he laid down, 
Mystenous to faim seemed the whde» 
But chief recurríDg to hb aoíil 
The monk^fl stnoi^ worda-*-'' 7%o' tyrant 

*' power 
'' Brúiid lardÊ ti inyon dUíant iower, 
'* Th<a Praoiáenccp no mortal tj/t 
''• Can mark, MioUs t&ec/rom on kigk ! 
*' Ttf ikertt ihai mw rt^foomtp^ bend, 
*' And I am sent thy guardianfriená /'* 
This — and what latterly he told — 
** And hc hasfound bad way to gold f** 
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Perplexed him long, and half he said 
" This monk is ndgtibour to the dead ! 
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XIV. 

While thus in restleag thought he rdled 
Skep on his weary lids laid hdd> 
But the same visionft that hig eye» 
Saw in the gloomy cace arise 

Again distuírbed bis rest 1 
For round him, as he lay outsjpreaid, 
Appeared to stàlk the buried dead 

In shadowy armour drest ! 
Shtvly tli^ waved their dim paU steei • 

As by the knight they passed ; 
Their vizards J^fUd, did reveal 

Eack ç0imHfiúme, stem and ghast r 
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Trembling, he woke with sudden start» 
But what cold terror thrilled his heart 
When shining thro' tbe dungeon^s night 
He saw appear a ray of light ! 
And standing o'er his ílinty bed, 
A íigure> with a cowl o'erspread^ 
Whoâe right hand held an axe'8 blade» 
The same that in the cavernas shade 
Spotted with blood> himself had found, 
Huge, massy, and with rust embrowned ! 
** Mysterious form ! how cam^st thou here !'* 
Lothario cried^ appalled with fear : 
The dungeon's massy door is fast — 
At what strange entrance hast thou pa^sed ? 
** Or art thou not the monk I viewed, 
" Some phantom to ensnare the good ?'* 
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", N<9 phantom 1 1" ret^med a voic^ 

SoSi^ as X\^ l^re^jse ih,ajb sigh3 ^ sprint» 
^eçt Q9 lhe imiftic of tlif: sities 

When a|qgel;f(H]i»9 jl^gir aftthfiyftBHig ! 
'' Bui o«Mç pf çartfaly i^Quld 1^ Ae^^ 

'^ Wbo bMib^r coi9£% by pity kd, 
'' At ihÍ9 àsivk bçur t<> set tjiee &ee» 

<' A»ç| fipeoíi tte axç pre9#nre iby b^ead ! 
" Rise;, kft^bt ! and to Ú\y h(^ rec^ive 

'< Tbis Wa^de — wiae to liherty ! 
" *Tw9^ tb\^ ibat mad^ my fatb^r grieve, 

" And I res^ore it back to. tbeç ! 
" ^-Twi8 serve to gn^xd thee, pn tbj way, 
'* Ffwi rufiian ppwer aad beast^ of |^ey ! 
'' "l^y spirits aka to fcstore» 
^< Ta{(e with thee tbis^^ sleqder skore !'' 
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The silvar MUCidi.tbe 80)4 «speung «Mi» . 

M onee dúpersird I/^h&rio'9 ífear -; . 
He vaulted up in clanking chain^ 

And gazed the speaker's person near— - 
And saw, amidst,fhf: cjVWPs dark shade> 
t. Before him stand a béauteous maid ! 
He;; ddrk eye iliad^ bia bp^pio inave» 

Vriofpi by ^ úlkea lash'^ ^áe^ 
In whosé bright ^^toess» kio te l^e^ 

Coaipa«iHHi's «i^twgluilTe piftyeâ. 
Mnçh of kcir lorm be coi^HA m^t view;» 
So deep tbe Muri Hâí foMíngs dxeVp 
Save libere the ligbt'9 tUMBertaUí ^Uve 
DfKk trembling oa her botom fur^ 
And shewed its gently heaving swell 
As each white orb now rose, now fell. 
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' Her ^ceful anns of milky hue 
Distínct their polisb shewed to view. 
As by tbe streaming glare revealed 
The one, a lamp and basket he\á. 
And ii) tbe other^ bore witb pain 
The Well-known axe of sanguine stain. 



XVIIT. 

These on tbe damp cold íloor sbe laid. 
And from tier bosom drawn, displayed 

Aa iron key to sight ; 
Witb tbis^ sbe turoed tbe screw-lock round 
Tbet beld tbe cbains together bound. 

And soon released tbe knigbt. 
Wben sbe bebeld tbe warrior free> 
Back in her breast sbe placed tbe key. 
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XK. 
Lothario, as vith r«ttJUiig soqnd 

* 

His falling fetterstouched tbe groand« , / 

The ofifered basket in his hand m^ 

Took with the war-axe^ l^logd-distai^ed;: 

Then raising bu astonished look^ 

Thus to his. fair ddiveress spoke: 

'' If 'tis no vision cheata ipy sight> 

^' Or thou art not some fona of light . 

" Descended from its heav'nly sphere, . 

*' In pity for the wretched here ! 

" Tell, generous maid i thy unknown name ; 

Say> hither by what means you carne ? 

So may I from amazement wake, 
'' Nor tbis for some fond dream mistake.!'' 
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Speaking^ thé ?irg^ fixeá íie eyedy ' 
Wfety, bludhihgfosy téá, repHèá, ■ • 
" Time pres^J-if^ I tarry bete 
'^ l iviúly itiàf áisco^ry feãv : • ' 

'* 'Tis fifc, hoWèt«r;tb'oti ishottld^ít ktíot^'' 
" Enough; Úsè fnystéíy tóisbew. ' ' 
" Edwiúàí k iht tttknél beâf, - '* 

" Baron Alberto'» àtúj hieir ; ^ • ' .' 
'' Còncetled witbln thè* gallèriís* teig^C 
<' I marièd thêe iúOíe h^/yomigikMgU ! 
** Wbètt úík Wtéich, witb'ítttrfdér ítáinêd 

I héanrd thee by tíiy úre arraigtied ; 

But bótb tby ítory ánd (by loòk 
" Strong to ihy gotít in secret, spoke, ; 
'' That tbou wast guiltless of tbe crime — 
" Anxious I waited for the time 
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When the ezpected monk should call 
'^ At our embattled castle-wall. 



XXL 

mm 

" 'TigtUfgbt-i^fac taM no( jet appeared-^ 
^' Much íbr thy sai^ty thcii I feared ; 
'* I wrapped in« iti our ch^aln'»hood^ 
" By none withim thé eàstle vkswed ; 

Unseen I glided thfo' lhe haH, 

Átidtook tby ehttki'8 key (kidtii tbe \f ali ; 
** Tooà àlso that huge axe of st^l, 
'' And placeâ of feodi a íoaAty meiíl 
" And flask of wiàe, iti wicker band, 

Next BHâtehed a Jamp wlthin my hand : 

But how with these I gained thy sight — 
" FoUow, and I witt sbew t&ee, knigfat !'' 
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XXII. 

So speaking^ in her hand she took 

The lamp, whose trembling light 
Around thejrugged dungeon broke. 

And shewed its gloom to sight. 
Lothario silently pursued^ 
And in a comer^ fashioned nide^ 

Beheld a small trap door, 
Which lifted np, atoòá wide disphyed» 
Not seen before, so thick the shiidç, . 

With earth^ ali covered o'er. 
Its ÍDside was unshfiven tf^ood»; . 
Where two large bolU, drawn backward, 

stood: 
Beneatfa, the lainp'$ reflected light . 
Revealed rough steps of stone to sight ! 
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Here tumed the maid — " How firet I found 
This gloomy passage under ground 
Was straDge : one day^ inpensive mood 
'* Alone I roamed the castle wood ; 
*' 'Twas after my àjm. mother died, 
•* Sad victim of my father^s pridc,— 
" When, overarown witfe brambte9 rude, 
" An opening in the ground I view^.. 
By curiosity impelied, 
Enterií^g, my.steps I forward held ; . ■ 
Descending long, at length I found 
That gently upwards sloped the ground : 
'^ Still I advanced, till in my way 
'' Appeared those steps your eyes survey ; 
'^ These i ascended, and soon found 
'' The trap-door by its hollow sound ; 
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*' The iron bolts I back withdrewi 
** When this dark dungeon met my view, 
*' (For when the eye is* long in shade, 
" Faintly can objects be surveyed) ; 
f .«( With beftlhil^ faeait I fórt^ard púê&â, 
*' B^ fenud théhisitty portal fàst. * 
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*' Dòwtt I descended/ ctosed the door, ' 
*' And beck agaiti tny footsteps bore ; 
Returning^ suddeii on tny rígbt 
AtíiOtlrer opening met xáy sight i 
** (tey heàrt hás ever seòméd the dréád 
' " By supeMtitíotis fòlly bred) 
** And I resdved thÍ9 paâsage neiír 
*' T' explore, tttà boldly forwafd drew. 
It winded upwards long, aiid led 
To otber «taiir« my cautious tread, 
Closed by a trap-door o'er my head. 
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** This opening — ^in a loop«holed room 
I found myself (escaped the gloom) 
FiUed with, of rusty arois^ a pile — 
Which passing, thro' a narrow aisle, 
" To the south turrefs gate I came, 
*^ And saw the day around me flame !" 
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END OF CANTO II. 
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CANTO III. 



THE MONK, 
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LOTHAIRE. 



CANTO III« 



THE MONK. 



I. 

XiOw^iA ceií^d* anjl down tbe dark 

Descent, tbe if arriar pa«s^ ; 
She £U]ow€d*-^andy le^t eye ghould umxkx 

Again th&dopr made faait. 
Povo tb€ r«Mgh step» of imbenm stojie» 
Ou wbicb tbe iamp's broad lustre sbone^ 

They botb togethersped-*^ 
Tbeo; ia tbe narroar passage stood> 
Lqw> dreary, dart;^ and damp, and ^ude, 

Like vauks wherç sleep tbe dead. 
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As on with silent speed they went, 
It winded down in rough descent 

Beneath the river'» tide, 
While from the lamp reflected bright« 
In scattered rayi^ the streaming light 

Flashed red on either side ! 
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At length upon the right w^s seen 

An opening rude and bare ; 
Here stopped the maid with smihng mien. 

And thus addressed Lothaire : 
** Now^ Warrior ! I must quit thy sight, 
*' And l^ave thee in the gloom of night 

" Thy joumey to pursue : 
'* Bendstraight thy course^andsoonthineeye 

Thestars» that spangie midnighfs sky 

*' And ca»tle wood shall view. 
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*' Go, Warrior ! go to liberty ! 
*' But think that it is owed to me \'* 
A rosy blush sailused again 

The smoothness of her cheek— 
She ended^ but her dark eye plain 

Appeared her soul to speak. 
Clóse to her form the cowl she drew 
ThaLhid her lovely face from view. 
And with concealing mantle prest 
The softness of her snowy breast, 

Nor stayed she for reply — 
But waving her white arm to view 
The gazing warrior^ bade adieu^ 

And vanished from bis eye* 
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O love ! the soul that knows no fear» 
That glows the trumpet^s blast to hear^ 
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And calmly the impetuous sea 

Turned from its bottom by tfae blast, 
Beholds^— tho' raging dreadfuUy» 

Its billows overwhelm tbe mast ! 
O wond^rous love ! tbat stubborn soul 
Shall bow unto tby soft controul^ 
Sucb beauty's power, and feel the dart 
Shot from the bright eye to the heart f 



IV. 



Lothario for a moment stood 

Speechless, and rooted to the ground ; 
In fancy still the bright form viewed^ 

And heard the voice of silver sound. 
At length the silence 5till and lone. 
And sudden darkness round hiro thrown^ 
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Awoke him^ thus entranced ; 
Pensive along the dreary way 
That now led upwards to the day, 

His prògress he advanced. 
Long bad he walked — at last a light 
Glimmered at distance on his sight. 
And further on> he saw appear 
An opening to the passage drear. 
This gaining, thro' the brambles round 
He speeded^ and, etnerging, found 
Himself beneath thè open sky. 
And hailed the hour of liberty I 



V. 



Amidst a spacious wood he found 
Himself^ and cautious gazed around ; 
The castle^s lofty towcrs were seen 
rale rising o*er the tree-tops green, • 
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And thro' the mingled pine and dak/ 
Apparent to the warrior^s 1ook> 
The moon upon the fosse shone bright 
That trembled míh her silver light 
^Twa» still — «ave wbere embowered abore 
The night-bird tuned her song of love, 
And^ munnuring thro' the branches light» 
Cold sighed the solemn breeze of night. 
lie warrior^ screened from prying eye, 

Soft on a green bank sat him down ; 
And many a lonely wild-flower nigh 

Brightened the forest'» sullen frown* 
From the twined basket forth he drew 

The viands and sustaining bread; 
And, sheltered fromthe mjdhight dew, 

With hunger'» savouf y Veliôh fed : 
Next from the flask Edwina brought 
Took the enlivening purple dranght/ 

And found his strength restored i 
tmperious natureza cravings fled. 
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Witb fooúteps bare and naked head 
His journey he explored. 



VL 

For raany a mile the youth pursued 
The footpath in the dreary wood, 
Cautious^ lest any beast of prey 
Or robber should obstruct his way^ 
Tho* many a chase had cleared the shaác 
Of beasts that once beneath it strayed. 
At last he rta^hed a spacious plain 
Bey<Mid the baron^s wide domain» 
And tuming, glanced along the night-^ 
Nor tower nor cottage met bis sight 
Elated, thro' the moonhght field 
His progressy fired wHh hope^ he heid; 
While from his figure slanting back 
The length^edshadow marked his tra«k. 
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The wide piam eoded in a road 
Fast by a craggy jutting rock, 

Beneath whoi^ brow his dark abode 
Lothario till the morning iook. 

And soon did slumber^s influence shed 

Its poppies round his weary bead. 
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''Swçet was bis rest» hi» slumbers ligbt. 
No dreadful visions met his sight^ 
But golden dreams, íd pleasiiig ríng» 
Afround bioi fluttering spread the wing : 
^ He seemed to ^oam Elysian meada, * 
Where roses, on ddightful beds 
Witb purple atoaranth did twine> 
Apd bioom of (j^lmy jessamine : . 
There breezy hilb and lawns displayed 
Their smoothness» with soft greçn arrayed^ 
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And grov4ís <^ choicest fruit were seen 
Midst thickets formed of myrtle green: 
There, over sands of gems and gold 
Transparent streams their waters rolled^ 
And lulling murmurs ceaseless made 
Or trembling gleamed amidst the shade ; 
With fair Edwina^ hand in hand^ 
He seemed to roam tliis Éden land> 
And raptutie thrilling ali his breast, 
Oft to hiâ heart the maiden prest, 
Whose cheek^ with blushes sweet arrayed» 
The purple light of lóve displayed. 
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Near to mid->noon had verged the day 
£re slum^r dried its dewa away^ 

When woke the yottth from rest : 
Mild was thé morn^ and cool the air« 
And, strengthened and refreshedj Lothaire 

Felt hope inspire his breast 
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From a wild abh that overhuQg 

The^ark^projecting rock^ 
A braneh with sudden force he wruDg, 

From which a spray he took. 
This roand his naked head he twined^ 
And at the front together joined, 
. To fjpnce him in its shade ; 
£re vertical the solar glare 
Draqk the moist dews thro' fervid aír. 

And on his temples played» 



IX. 

This done — ^he traced the lonelj road^ 
Altho' his feet severely glowed^ 

Sore with the length of way^ — 
His righthandheld the axe of blood^ 
His left th' unfinished wine and food 

That in the basket lay. 
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Had any stranger's passing glance 
Lothaire's appearance seen by chance, 
He would have deemed him either ghost 
Or hapless wretch to reason lost. 
And, fearing such wild formato meei» 
Had ihade no slight use of his feet» 



X. 



Por many a mile along the rpad 
Beneath the sun that sultry glowed 

His progress had he took, 
When a green bank his eyes surveyed 
Defended by an oak'8 dark shade, 

Where gushed a limpid brook. 
Here rested for a while Lothaire> 
And swéetly on his humble fare 

Contented did he dine ; 
Then^with long draught allayed his th 
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From the ckar current, mingling íirst 

The cold wave with his wine. 
Tben with fresh hope and strength reeeweâ^ 
His solitary course parsued, 
But left £dwina's gift befaind, 
Against the spreading oak recHned; 



XI. 

Just as he turned & winding maze 

Formed by the Taryingroad, 
Sudden before his startied gaze 

A welUknown figure stood-— 
A cowl its taU fona covered o*er 

And half cowcealcd its face, 
But that no human ÒMpect bore, 

Unlike tke earthly roce : 
Dorvn to his ea^ebrowsfsU the cowl, 
And gave his eyes a ndien scowl. 
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Whilcy peering firom their sable veil, 
Tlte 1mlf'Seen lips were deadly paU ! - 
Lothario^s soul within him sunk 
When he heheld again tha monk i 
" Hail, son V so awful he began> 
With tone unlike the voice of man ; 
" How comes it stUU in such array^ 
" Alone you tread this rugged way ?" 



XII. . 

To the knight^B heart hisjaccento struck^ 

And mute awhile he stood — 
At length recovering, with glazed look 

The tall pale form he viewed — 
" Say^who art thou> to death and woe 

" That nearly hast my footsteps led ; 
" Lnrks mischief in that saintly shew, 

" Or art tliou neíghbour to the deàd r 



tfC 



l< 



76 

Why did not gloomy Alberfs cyc 
" Tby person yc8ter-eve survey ; 
So was tby promise pledged^ or why 
" Dost thou for ever cross my way ?' 



XIII. 

Deepgroanedthe Monk^ and seemed to stand 

Impassioned, as the knight he viewed ; 
Then from bis head, witb solemn baud 

Pulled back tbe covering cowl and bood. 
Dread heav'n ! what borror sei2;ed tbe knigbt^ 
How sbook bis inmost soul witb frigbt ! 
Wben pale and gbastly as tbe grave 

A countenance was seen 
Wfaose bloodless lips, dread token^ gave 

He saw no buman mien ! 
Deep in the bead, an incb and more, 

A hideous gash appeared, 
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With spattered brain and clotted gore. 

Ali horribly besmeared ! 
Silent awhile the spectre stood, 
And earnestly Lothario viewed ; 
Then lifting up its death*pale hand, 

Thus spoke with accent dread— * 
The Bound made high erected stand 

The locks upon Lothario's head ! 



XIV. 

" Blood will have blood ! — the wrath of 
" heav'n, 

" Tho' tardy in its doom, 
** Leaves first a space for mercy giv'n, 

" But soon or late wil} come ! 
** The lightníng from the livid cloud 

** Comes not so sudden down — 
^' For what the guilty wretch can shròwd 

*' From God'8 avenging frown ? 
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'* Tbou viewest.tliings witli earthly ôgfat — 

" But when iu clay embrace 
" Thy sout farsake^j thou then aright 

'' Wilt knqiw how fitts theDetty allspace ! 
" Attend jpay tale— knoiír I wa» he 

" Who owned that fiiir domain 
'' But yester-eve I made thee see 

" Round borderÍDg qd the main ; 
" That castle and its tenantry, 
" Young Warrior, once belonged to me ; 
" For know, an elder brotber*s claim 
" I bore, and Rosmond was my name. 



XV. • 

'' Ambition ! by tíiy influence led 
*' The soul becomes to virtue dead ; 
And losing every thought beside> 
Swelb up in its own selfish pride. 
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" The towering city, once so fair, 
" Tumbled in ruins^ lone and bare, 

*' Marks wild ambition^s lust ; 
'' Thro* whichy where once did plenty wave, 
" Wide devastation spreads her grave 

'' Cer thousands laid in dust ! 

O 'tis a crime, well wortl^ hell ! 

A crime by which the angels fell ; 
*' A crime, that in his brother^s blood 
'^ Made Albert^s murderous hand be dewed ! 
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XVI. 

FuU twenty snmmers now have iled 
Since lovely Emmeline was dead ! 
She was my spouse, ajid ceased to breatbe 
'' The life'8U8taining ait ; 
** When, cause of her untimely deatb, 
*' She gave my aritis a heir. 
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'* My brotber-^^b ! that sacred name 

'' How foul haff he betrayed ! 
'' Lived with me, and by ali tbe same 

*' Respçctful care wa& paid : 
<* Wbate^er my castle could afford 

** Wa6 open to' bis band ; 
^* It scarcely seemed tbat I was lord, 

*' Gr beld tbe cbief command. 
'' O ! of affection's dearest claim 

'* Witbin my secret heart, 
" Warm witb tbe truest» brigbtest flame^ 

" How great was Alberfs part ! 



XVII. 

^ Dissimulation ! wbo can know 
** Tbe cunning of tby smile ? 

" Smootb as tbe stream tby accents flow, 
'* Yet poison bidé tbe wbile ! 
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I thougiit afièction equal bright 

" Within my brothcnr glowèd^ 

But mark the grátefal wÁy, youiíg knigbt ! 

'^ He that aflèction shewed ! 



XVIII. 



" One morning he a wal|; proposed 

" TWards the bord«riiig main, ' 
" Which lay witb ali its blUows closed 

" Smootb as a levei plaín : ^ 

^' So frôm ibe batdemenU we vièwed^ 
*' That Tound commanded hill and flood* 
" Cool blew tbe breeze — tbe opening flowers 

" Perfumed tbe balmy air^ 
" Wbíle glancing on tbe castle towers 

" The 8un*beams trembled fair. 
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'' My 90n bid .ében tw^ aummlBro i^eit 

;'' And bim I took, wtíb smittig mienv 

«' The ramble to «i\ioy» 
*' Robes, with sky-coloured azare dyed^ 

*' And crimson plumes we wore, 
" And on our vest», our árms descried, 
•' Revealed an argenl rtecd whose pride 

" Trampled a snake of or : 
*' And botb, depending at oor side, 

" Defen^ve we^pons bore^ 
" Mine w« a geldep-^hilted brand, 
'*' Tbe bewí» ofpwy to qucil^-: 
" His, was tbfKt axe witbin tby b^pd, 
** Qut bright ,w9ft then ita |t§d. 
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XIX. 

"S^n^ tfaro' tbe greeo «'erbangiog shade 
''. Spangled wíth (jfew drops, long we stmyed, 
** While fluUering from the leafy spray 
*' Tbe wood-doire tim^ ito momiog lay • 
'' My 8on> like eycry artles» child, 
" Plucked a»he w^nl tbç flowerets ^ild — 
'' And laughed with innocent d^light 
" To aee thd cuckoo wing his flighi. 
'' So pleasant was the walk, tbe day, 
" When verged to noon, still saw U8 stray, 
*' TUI (m ihe right a dreaiy toaod 
" Qfsokmn spreading pines we vtewed ; 
" And on the left, where bladed grags 
" Sheuted letfel tpage/òr fooi to ptus, 
** Clase to the meádow^s ampk way 
'* A lofty caverned tnountain Uy f 
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^' Here I proposed our walk to end 
" And to the castle back to bend^ 
" Whcn over heavVa expansion blue 
'^ Spread a dark cloud of sable hue, 

É 

^ Whoee sulleD look and loweríng frown 
" Threatened to pour the tempest down f 
" This seen^ the meadovir quick we pa&sed^ 
" And reached a yatoning cave at ktst, 
" Which in theníòuntQÍn*s sftaggjf nde 
" Its gloomy síiélter cpened widef 
'* Lothario ! thou hast viewed the scene, 
'' Thou in the ca?e of blood hast been ! 



XX. 



'' Scarce had ffe gained the murky cell, 
** When down the ratding teudpest fel)> 
" The ihunder shcíok the air ; 
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^ Whistled the wind ; tbe rain poured fast« 
'' And thro* the cavernas darkness, cast 
** The lightning itfií red glare. 
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*' Duríng bur walk, my brother seemed 

** Absorbed in gloomy thought ; 
" His eye strangè lustre oflen beamed 

" When ntÚDé l^ chance, it caughU 
*' Oitétt did he béhold my child, 

'' And oft the dreaiy wòod ; 
'', Tbarée tuhes he stopped with geiture wild 

" And his ènonnous war-axe vieweá; ■' 
" I deemed he jReared tbe beasts of pirey, 
^ And 8iQÍlmg> still punued my way. 
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XXII. 

" How hardened is the human brèast 

** When it becomes ta vice a prey I 
*' The hand to murder dark addressed, 

'' Fearkss cani widdthe axe^s sway, - 
** Tho{ o^eribis head> with solemn-aoúnd 

**i llie Uiunder iitteré ite cotnm^nd^ ' 
'* AxA cries' fisom^beai^^ wmote profbund^ 

'^ Hold^ViUain! lioldyvthjisahguinehand! 
'' As uiisu8picioii8/o'er myiboy 

" i heatt to sóotfa^ his éhtldiih dneiíâ/ 
" .Witíi fury hÍBsing èamiiivòm há^i' 

** The ttinderdusasedeepMftiiny headl 
'^ Amfaáticn tò pesieiB ioiiy lana . 

'' Aud rule my castle^s wide domain 
" Impelled his unrelenting hand 

" To drive the death-blow to my brain í 
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** 8lãr<$9aa«ig nd bkMMt—with dying groati 
*' Em yet j gave my soul to air ; 

'' Fúted cm iay c)iild^— cfh ! hadst tho^klloWn 
'^ Deep tu tny brcaBtthe fae^rt-rpang there ! 

^ See how a taitother'^ gràiefal hánd 
" Bequitediíay unbounded love : 

'' Biít etetlattii^g âoes it staiu) 

^ lá lw»í Vil' l-eoofditig bôbk above. 
'' Froiie-gsttiHiig> at his^.feet I roiled, 
''A» tbe caY)^ inàrUe; ]>ale Aad cold. 
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** Ibere lay my ooép(Se> an earthem dod, 
" (life^s crimson current ever fled ;) 

** My mouiAllig ftoiíl biíf^e itsjQod^ 
V HúA ! His tíietaytftei^ oflbè dead ! 
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''. o wondròus âeatli ! No froir».afipeareá 

'' Darkéning the Safiour^s glon«a$ face — 
'' Yé partedfiouls! yeaiB^dsi k^ard i * 

*' Hk lipB prODQunce the doMB. of grace ! 
'' But I besòugbt hiiÀiiot U> reat . . -^ 

'' Till he shodd his dread wnAh lalfil : 
*' For wfao (and jost tbe high behest)^ '^ 

'« iS^ toá^A lAe nvorií, thè sUwrd àkM kill. 
'' Theíe eigbteen year$ my apirit^a aigbt^^ 

'^Has lodked <ui earthly storm and jar>' 
'' And welcomed not the keen delight 

** Tbat sight of heav'n inspires from far. 

But stay — ^thou art but diist as yet— - 

Let me my horrid tale. repeat. 
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Scarcegiven was.tbeinortatsUrdke:. - 
^^ When wild wítli terror sbrit^kediny boy. 
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^' And ihro' lhe storm his pn^ress took^ 

" Attempting, but in vain, to fly. 
** The murderer in a comer fiung 

** His cloak and weapon dyed in bhod, 
" Then, thro* the gloomy cavem sprung, 

" And fast tbe screaming boy pursued. 
^' Him on tbe sbore he overtook, 

*' Wbo to bis knee witb terror clung, 
'^ But beeding not its infant look> 

*' Tbe cbild into tbe deep be flung. 
*' Wild was tbe storm — wave afler wave 

" Burst dreadful on tbe groaning sbore- 
^' One fearful scream tbe infant gave 

" And be bebeld its form no more !'' 
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CANTO IV. 



THE VISION. 



LOTHAIRE. 



CANTO IV. 



THE VISION. 



I. 

Hers paused the gpectre, and appeareâ 
With agitation loftier reared, 
HU fiunken eyebalPg faded beam 
Kashed with a brighter, deeper gteam, 
As utt^ng forth a second groan, 
TbQ8 it resamed, with hollòw toiie. 
" Back to the cave, the fatricide 

'' Deafto remorse and naiure sped 
** And with Ua ax^, in murder dyèd, 

*' Dug in the hollow cave a bed : 
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" Thcre, with my vesture on and sword 
*' He laid ine^ hid from mortal sight, 
" Then to the comer hack rcstored, 

'* The fatal axje, no longer hright. 

» 

'* But from that hour, his guilty breast 
" Ne'er knew the sweets of hopc or rest 



II. 



'f' The tenipest ceBseá--»the air wa» catou» 

** Again tke hirds lieâutned théic by,. 
** The parpk floiwdrs difluaed thtív baim 

** And ^of ioiis snailed again the dagr* 
'* AU natnre i¥aa stvene.ánd.brigfat,.. . 
" But Albert'8 bosòm atiii waa nights 
^< With roffled lookapd seemíing^féar 
" He^w untoimy oasèle near,. 
Aiíd loud upon tke gnanL didi caIU 
To gátn admittanoe in the wali. 
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4 

^' How be decelrcíd tay vaautli xounâ, 
''Warrior! hihaself faaskttheeknoii^'-- 

" Tbat ia the forest^s shade profounâ - 
" I siiiik bêneãth a rtiffiati^i. Uow ; i 

'' Tbat hy the sbum bands feD my ^^» 

" Âmlbe escaped hy íligbt alòne ! 

*' Paotíng» as if fcom low.òf breaítb» 
*' He hade the guard e:xplore the wood 
T' avenge \á» dear-loved brother^s deatíi — 
But thott mayett guess tbat nought tbey 
" viewcd*. 
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Ten years.awretçhfid life be led 
£re foed bi9 gloom); «índ tP iWed* 
^' Tbat to % soo, bis Ul<*got pOwer 
'/ Migbt be bequettbed at deatb't .dread 
"bour! 
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'' His vaasals deemed tbat gríef for me 
** Clouded his brow with misery» 
'^ When heav^n^s still mcmitor witliin 
Reproached him for his deacHy sin, * 
And goadibg him by dayand night, ' 
*' Filled him withcare and pale afirigfat. 
Glose bordering upon my dotnain 
A neighbouring baron held his reign, 
Equal unto myself in power, . 
'^ And lord of an eztended tower : 
" At his decease^ he left behind '* 
" A widow of exálted mind, 
Of noble birth, and young and fair« — 
A daughter eight years old^ her heir. 
My brother, thro' ambition^s pride 
'' Made codrt to her^ nor was denied-— 
'* Bút in the marjiage terms agreed 
'' His oirn heifs male shouU sde succeed 
'^Tè either castle—fond and vaia 
*^ His hopes, successors to obtain. 
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** Almira, tho' the Çount she loved, 

'^ HÍ9 príde defeating, barren proved. 

" More fretful year Bucceeding year 

'' He grew, to find she bore no*heir ; 

" At last, devoid of ali remone^ 

" Threatened the Countess to divorCe^ 

'' Who daily losing ali her bloom 

'' Sunk broken-hearted to the tomb 1 

" Six months she has not yet been dead, 

*' Ând even now 'tis in bis head 

" Again some titled fair to wed. 

*' Vain thought ! for beav^n^s proteeting care 

** Has sent him an unwelcome hein 



IV. 

^ The infant bis anfeeling hand 

'' Dashed headlong ia the roaríng deep, 
" Floatíng at heav'n's supreme command 
Was rescued by a merchant sbip : 

H 
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" This^ when lhe tempeefs rage wft» o'er^ 
In safety reacfaed thé GaUic shore. 
To Sicily a shepherd swslin 
Had voyaged in purmi of gaio> 
<' And for fair price hb íiock had fiold 
'' Andbaek retumed with ivBedlcil.gold.' 
*' A Frank was be> but little known^ . 
** Yet virtue claimed him for her own. 
'* He, when lhe ridi vritb scomful eye 
'' Passed the unbeeded orphan boy 
*' Abandpned to the world^s wide stage, 
Took pity on his helpless i^e. 
And brougfat him to his cottage lone 
" And reared him as he would his son. 
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Lotbario ! when from Pagan hànds 
^ The jav6lin on thy breastplate rung. 
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'' Such was eternal fate^s éoíninfliiâB^ 

** mne urêa^on btít in vain ^as ilang. 
" When períshèd a whole creir bésíde 

«« Déép sUrálIòWed M the^gulpliy tnaín, 
'* Thotf, èafe u|K)li the surgiftg tide 

'' Heardsi tbe wild biAows roar in vain. 
'^ In neither storms, nor murderous war 
" Wértthou withotít thy angeFs caie. 
" Thy mínd retains, wheii slumbéring low 

*' Thou saw'st tbé visioAls in tbe cave : 
" Nô woíMiiér they aj^jf^earéd— fòr kriow 

" Thm élèp*^ i^òh'-'ihy fàther^s grave ! 



VI. 



** Start not — for interposing heav^n 
**, That justly tried thy opening youth, 

'' Thee now in wondrous sort has giv'n 
" To know this unexpected trut)i. 
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'^ A t^mpest did thy form turvey 
** Cast hdpless in the oceanos roar ; 

** In the same spot a stormy day 

Has brought thee to thy native ahore. 
Haste to the king — Messina soon, 
'' Where now he stays^ thine eyes shall 
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" Thecej lowly-bending at his tbrone^ 
'' The story I have told^ repeat. 

^* If this he doubta— ^ train demand 
'' To search the dark-concealing cave> 

** And 80on my skeleton and brand . 
'' ShaU be behdd witfain the grave. 

*' Go^ and Lord Albert bokL arraign 

** GuiUf qf/ouktí murder^s stain i 

.:• --^^ 
. r 4 )! 
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VII. 

" Fear not— the Providence whose care 
'* Preserved thee from his fatal snare, 
" Aiso in this thy lifé shaH tend 
'' And give thy suit a happy end : 
" For never can my spirit rest 

'' Till thou shalt justly hold thine owu, 
" And vengeance from thy arm addrest 

" Falis on my murderous brother down. 
" Go, prosper — ^tho* unseen of thee, 
•' I ever near thy fonn will be." 



vnir 

Scarce finished was the sound^ 
When where the grísly spectre stoo^ 
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Lothario in amazement viewed 
Nought but the landscape roand. 
So lightning in the stormy sky 

With suclden flash appears. 
And then as sudden frqm tífie eye 

In darkness disappears. 
Lothario stood witl) kii|dling eye 

In thoughtj beyond controul-— 
He found himself in birth ^s l)igt) 

As he was ))igh of soul. 
He gave a stríde, and in his han^ 
Shook the huge a^e li]çe some ligbt brand. 

As if to war ad4re8t-— * 
*' My murder^ fa^her I no-:7-by he^v'» ! 
" Till vengeance to tby ghost is giv'n 

" I will not know of rest. 
" Albert ! well m^g^it this axe and cloak 
*' Alter to pale thy guilty look 

** And throw tjiçç tp th|e flopr ; 
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** These, with thy brother^s slaughter red, 
'' From the dark cave where lay they spread> 

** His 8on unconscious bore. 
'' Tremble, thou wretch ! the storm scowls 

"o'er— 
" And heav^n will bear thy crimes no more/* 



IX. 

He ceased->-*but passion^s sudden rise 

Stili swelled along bis frame — 
He clenched his axe^ and from his eye» 

The flashing sparkles came. 
Full to the soul — in wrath^ yet sad^ 

Stridipg he gained the distant town> 
£re in his erening glory clad 

The sun unto the west sunk down* 
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Which fecUy íd a somnier^ft sky 
Is heaid aniwig the reeds to úgfa. 



XII. 

<* Lord Albtft ! see th j buried wife 
^ By thy ankiadne» robbed of life ! 
*■ Oh ! how unfeding was thy doom 

*' Me firom thy presenoe to remove, 
** Because th' AlBii^;fafty clofied my womb^ 

<• Tbo' tme and tender in my lore. 

No son could tby Ahniia bear 

For heaT^n beheid thy n^itlbl heir ; 
** Yet him, unconadoos such, the time 
** Thou wonUJflthafesenteneedfor thy orime, 
** Doomedinnocent unto the grave 
* Thyself firom thy own foars to save. 
^ Oh! thou hast added crime to crime 
'* And now diawa near th' appointed time ! 



cr 



CC 



107 

" Tliink of the foulnes» of thy deed 
** To maké tfay noble brothef b|eed^ 
*' Ainbition'8 lust to satisfy; 
" Yet whal to tbee did he deny ? 



XIII. 

'' But buman cuniiÍDg-^-K>h I how vain^ 
<' Against protecting heav^n^s d^éreé — 
4 '' For know tbe cijiid, in savage vein 

I <' Thy haad dasl^ed beadlong in the sea— • 

«' That very cbild, thy kindred blood; 
I '* Now grown to man, and blooming fair, 

* " Saved by bis angel from the flood^ 

** Tbine eyes bave seen in yoiing Lothaire ! 
'* Deein not, hy dark ambition led^ 

" Tbe axe witb bis puré blood to stain, 
" Far from thy power tbe youth is úed 
*' Yet sbalt t^ou see him soòn agatn : 
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" When lhe unríghteous sentence kte 
'' Thy lips pronounced should be his fate^ 

" Shall justly on thyself bc tumed — 
" Thy head slíallflrom thy neck be hewed 
" And ihou shalt render bhodfor blood ! 
*' So shall thy evil pride be spurned ! 
" And know the jàxe shall give the blow 
** That laid thy murdered brother low ! 
" Awake — dor scom the vision giWn, 
Implore for grace^ ofifended heav^n— 
Save thy immortal part, ere death 
Shall rob thee of repentance' bi'eath l'^ 
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XIV. 

The spirit fled with moumful ery, 

Lord Albeit, starting> woke — 
Round the dark room he bent his eye 
. But nothing met h» look. 
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He listened — ali was stiU — cold.fear 
Made rise in bristly .locks his hair ; 
His eyeballs with expanded ray 

Strained on the nigb^-dijade.brown. 
And from his forehead io di9inay 
' The cold drops trickled dpwn. 
O gladly did Lord Albert view 

The morniDg^s dawning ray, 
Transform the heavens to liqiiid blue 

And lead the golden day. 



XV. 

He quelled the terror in his breast 

And sought the hall below> 
And as the judgment chair he prest, 
His face in feigned composure drest . 
No mark of 4rcad did shew. 
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Around Biiri tfaroiÉged thé tenánt band/. 
And warders armed #itfa spèar atid bratid ; 
The rest, expiectánt of Ibè sigfaft, 
Stood in the galleríéi' lofly héight 
JEdwina, with he^ maidéns' thére 

Looked lékiiing íii the \íàtí; 
Fearful, if abéenll, upóialiélr 

Suspicioii^g gfáncé iMgbt felí. 
*' Lead lÍDrth thy- càpti^^è Ío his Me, 

"Chiefwarder!" so âié <!:óúm began, 
" No monk has reached the cas^e gate, 

'' Which proves his falsehodd^ clear and 
" plain/' 
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The chief befòré him toc^ his ^and^ 
Fear and amazeitíent in &is lòOk) 
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(The keys and fetters in bis hand) 
And thus unto tbe Baron spoke : 
" Forgive me, Count l .and let thy grace 
" Thy vassal from thy wrath protect, 
'' Since of Cfaief Wardei^ I held place 

'' Thoa never didst jny zeisà. suspect ; 
^' Yet when this morn I soúght thç hall 
** To take thè chain's key from the wall« 
'* lho* there it hanging stood unmovedy 
*' 1 found the i^usty axe removed : 
" And wlien the dungeon I drew nigh, 

" Tho' 4fe and fast the door I found, 
" Yet entering, nbthing met my eye 

'^ Except these fetters on the ground. 
** The wardera tfaai on watch did waiC 
** Can TOtteh Úài ne one passed thd^te, 
'' And I believe he iJkraá in t^uth 
*' Some fiend ih likeiiéss of a youth !'^ 
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xvu. 

Aê hoarde^ powder^ when it feeb 
By chaooe, a spfirkle'8 glimineriíig ray$> 

At ODce it8 natare dread reveals 
By barstÍDg into sudden blaze; 

So from the furious Baron'8 eyes 

Flashed kindling anger and surprise — 

# 

'' Ho^ Warders ! to the isame dark cell 

*' Conduct your leader^s pace, 
*' There, closely fettered^ let him dwell 

/' And fill his captiye^s place; 
*' Whom do I not discover soon 
** The sentence shall oo bim fiiU dovm!'' 
He said, and found the mtiou true. 
And, rt^ing, from the haU withdrew. 
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While thus the castle was at jar 

Fearing the angry Baroa's frowiii 
He whom tbey searched (escaped them far) 

Had gained Messína^s distant town. 
Glose to the sea, whose billows beat 
The marble of its stately feet 

Messina circled vast ; 
Its ample squares and streets of stone 
Bright in the purple glory shone^ 
That, seated on his westem throne^ 

The 8un of evening cast. 
The city to liOthaire was known^ 
For when a soldier^s rank alone 

In Philip'8 host he bore^ 
He, wfth the Gauls, was quartered there 
What time dissention^s artfal snare 

Threatened the town with gore. 
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For in the snbiirbs and the fort 
The Eaglisb held their nigh resort. 
And injured by the Messinese, 
Threatened their eitadel to scize. 
SiciliaiM arid tbe Qliuls in vaitt . 

Their li<Hi«iegion9 WoiM appaJ» 
Who rootiag cíooif th' oppoèing train 

Their rtand^ plaoled mt the walL 



XIX. 

Where bis broad palace stretcbed its toffer» 
Tbe king now paased hk-festive houra. 
And with hi9 Ibrds carottgtog^^Miiiaâèd 
The rnby wine^s^Iuxurious draugbt ; 
Wben at the piU«reâ entrance «tood 
Loiharia, irbom ao sooaer viewed, 
The oentinel MÍth tfareatening eptds 
Detnanded cf fais btuiness there ; 
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While atso strange a figure'»- viéw 
A crowd aroimd the warrior drew. 



Fearíng his entrance to retarda 
The Captain of the^Itoyal jGuard 
.fie asked to see— wbo straightway carne, 
Of niartial port^and manly fcame. 
^' I tionder not/' the^night begun^ 

" My figure this amazement draws ; 
*' Yet see in me a baron^s aon 

'' Come to tfae kkig on pressing cause. 
'' Late wrecked <m the Calabrian shore, 
" Escaped the stormy oceanos roar — 
'' These in a cavem I beheid 
Andy by necesúty compelled 
Took up^ my naked form to hide. 
And quell tbe forest-monster^s pride. 
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" Peniiit me Tancred to survey, 
" My soit admito of no deUy.'' 



The Captain shook his plumed head 

A moment, as if lost in doiibt, 
At length unto the palace sped 

And called thelord in waiting out 
To him he told wbat said tbe knigbt 
And brought bim to Lotbario's sigbt. 
llie nobleman in fixed amaze 
Long at bis strange attire did gaze, 
Examined well bis mien aud air 
And questioned many a time Lotbaire*^ 
Tben bade bim wlth tbe Captain stay 

Till Tancred*s pleasui^e sbould be known. 
To wbom be bent bis instant way 

And told him wbat tbe youth bad shewn. 
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Back be returned — " His Msyesfy 

'' Grante to thy suit thy entrance bere ; 
" But ere his person thou canst see 

'' In other garb thou must appear V* 
He spoke — at once tbe guard witbdrew ; 
Lothario passed the gateway thro'. 
And to tbe palace« circling wide, 
Quick followedhis iUustrious guide; 
Wbo passing many a stately dome 
Conducted bim within a i^m. 
And turning sbort, tbe knigbt addrest-— 
" Here 8tay> tbe mónarch^s royal guest ! 
** Wbo on thy person gives to wait 
" His servants witb a robe of state. 
" Tbese will serve up a prompt repast, 
'' For welM guess unwilling fast 
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Has been thy lot — when comes the night 

I will admit thee to his sight, 

Nor need recai unto thy mind 

To leave thy axe and cloak behind^ 
:' Since thou may^st afteri if of uae, 
" These^ as thy witnesses produce/' 
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^ Here he Mritlidrew^-^his axe and cloak 

Lotharío in a oloset placed. 
And from his head the gteen spray took 

And with a beitter covering graced. 
In purpk robe and crimsom vest 
He ate of the imperial feast> 
But tho- before him spread it Isf 
His absent thoughts were far away. 
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XXIV. 



Now was the world obscured in night» 
But still the palace walls were bright. 
For many a lustreis brancbing row 
Displayed the waxen taperas glow, 
Reflecting upon gold its rays 
And palér silver^s virgin blaze. 
Lothario, as he sat in trance 
Heard footsteps suddenly advance^ 
And saw the lord-in-waiting stand 
Before him, cap and plume in hand — 
" Rise^ knight ! I come tby steps to bring 
^' Where waits to hear thy tale the king !' 
Lothario rose, and following passed 
Long range of chambers wide and vast 
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Adorned with sumptuous tapestry 
And every mark of royalty ; 
Till where the king alone remained 
The prívate audience room they gained. 
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CANTO V. 



THE ARRAIGNMENT. 
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LOTHAIRE. 

CANTO V. 

THE ARRAIGNMENT. 

I. 

Tancred, tho* virtue in his heart 
Bore scarcely but the better part-^- 
Yet gracious to his nobles was, 
Tho' ftterh he ruled the vulgar race. 
Within his countenanoe was descried 
Ambition and despotic príde^ 
Yet from his eyes with kindling gkam 
The inonareh-warríor^s soul woúld bèara. 
Tho' he refused m holy strife 
To risk his own or peopílc^s life. 
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Conscious of his unsettled sway, 
Yet feared he not the sanguine fray. 
A cap with gems entwined around 
His kingly head in splendour crowned : 
His mantle was of Tyrian dye 

And bordered with a fringe of gold — 
Close seated on his royal thigh 

The dagger lay of richest mould : 
His vesture was of crimson staiii> 
His sandak of Morocco^s grain. 



II. 



Low on his knee Lothario fell, 
The monarch courteous bade him rise 

And what his suit at full to teli» 
Who fixing on the kmg his eye^-** 

^' Monarch of Sicily/' he said^ 
'< Behold Coum Romond*s Sm / 
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^' A baron ere untimely dead^ 
" Not distant from thy thron^. 

" In wond^rous sort protecting heav^n 

" Me my descent to know has giv^n ! 

*' Lord Albert, who now feigns to own 
** My father's wide domain^ 

" With solemn charge before thy throne 
" Ofmurdcr l arraign /" 
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Here tothe king Lothaite displayed 
What his dead father's spirit said — 
How in the sea himself was ilung « 
And bred a sbepberd^s oíTspring long ; 
How he discovered in the cave 
The cloak, and axe, and eartheâ grare ; 
How in a dungeon he was thrown. 
And saved from death by flight alpne : 
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Each circumstance at fali he gave. 
And added, if explored the grave» 
His fiather^s skeleton and blade 
WouM prove the truth of what he said. 
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IV. 



The monarch seemed awhile to muse, 
Then thus gave forth his inward thought : 
'Tis eighteen years ago, the news 
" Of Rosmond'8 death to court was 

" brought ; 
'Twas said himself and only son 
" While ratnblmg in a forest lone, 
" Ruffiand attacked^ and by their steel 
" They both assassinated fell í 
*' 'Twas also said that Alberfs flight 
'' Saved hira alone íVom equal fate — 
Both tales look fan-> but which is right 
'' Is difficuH for man to state. 
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* Lord Albert ii a powÊrful peer 
'* Respected by our bárons here; 
'' Atid flince bis Coantesi^s decease 
" Hm powor bas had nc^smaU merease. 
'' However, he sball straight appear 

" And to thy charge reply — ** 
Then turning to tb' attendant peer, 

He added^ courteously — 



^' To tbee we trust oor royai guestj, 

" Tbou take hipd to tby care ; 
" Let bkn.mrithin our palace regt 

'< And pay bim benouis fair. 
** We also to thy cave oommend 
*' Our liord Higb Constable t» 8cnd 
" To bid tbe baron to al!tend« 
'' And also to explore tbe eave 
" And open tbe imagined grave. 
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^ Buried in which «hould he survey 
** The skeleton and falchion lay« 
** Our will Í8» he AaU bring them here 
^ As witoess 'gainst th' arraigned peer. 



VI. 

So Tancred spoke ; obeisance low 

Lothario made, and lefl the dome^ 
Then fired with hope and vengeful glow 

Keturaed to his allotted room. 
There, in the visions of the night 
His fathcr^s spectre rose to sight. 
And pointing to his ghWly head 
Where the sharpaxe had driven redj 
Çalled vengeance on his murderer down, 
Then disappeared with suUen frown. 
Tho' guiltless was Lothario's breast 
That night he never knew of rest. 
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Scarce did the mora its gleam unfold, 
Scarce tlp the mountain-tops with gold, 
When the Lord Constable prepared 
Attended by a numerous guard 

Tancred^s high pleasure to fulfil ! 
With golden rod and blazoned crest 
In ali his haughty costume drest^ 
The spear-points glittering at his back^ 
He spurred his steed the nearest track 

And crossed the city hill. 



VIII. 

'Twas noon ere he beheld arisè 
The Baron's towers before bis eyes, 

K 
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He halted here bis train, 
Shori rest to give each panting steed 
That aílerwards with better speed 

Tbe town tbey migbt regain. 
Himself towards the castle rode 
To enter sole tbe Count^s abode. 
Tbe centinel bebeld afar 
Steel glittering like impending wdr 

And quick alarmed tbe guard, 
Wbo on the ramparts took tbeir place 
In armour tbat difiused keen blaze 

Tbe tbreatened stotrm to ward» 
Tbeir cbieftain to tbe Count revealed 
Wbat cominj^ squodron be behdd. 



IX. 

Tbe Constable beside the gate 
His íiery courser reined. 
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Reves^led the rod that shewed hÍ9 statç, 
•^ And.called unto the band— *- 

'^ Ho ! set your castie portais wid^ 

«' The Lord High Constable aqo I ! 
" Sent by the king, I hitber ride — 
'* Open, and no reply !'*- 
■, These accents sçarcely had he said ^ 

When wide the portais stood disp]ayed ; 
^ Along the ^t^mbriáge swift be rode 

Where due respect the warders shewed, 
Then in the court-yard did dismount 
And sought the mansion of the Count. 



3Ç. 

The Baron at the hall-door stood 
To welcome bis high guest, 

But from his face soon íled the blood 
When thu» be was addre&t : 
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" Lord Albert> at the sovereign^s throne 
** A noble stranger now remaíns, 

** Who calls himself Count Rosinond's son 
'* And tliee ofmurder hold arraigas f 

'' I am commissioned by»the king 

** Thy person to hjs tlirone to bring. 

*' I pray thee tben inake little stay, 

'* His will admits of iio delay.^' 



XI. 

The Couiit recovering from surprise, 
Armed witb a haughty glance his efes — ' 
*' Lord Constable ! the royal will 

** I quickly shall obey — 
" But ere the mandate I fulfil ■ 

" Permit me first to say — 

« 

" The reptile who has dared arraign 
*' l^^ Albert at the throne 
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Guilty of murder*8 foulest stain» 

'* This sham Count Rosmond^s Son ! 
'' Shall soon upon tbe gibbet rue 

" The licence of bis tongue ; 
*' Or mourn in streams T)f sanguíne huc 

" Tbis strange and daring. wrong ! 
" Ho, pages ! bring my coal-black steed, 
" So shall I know tbe trutb with speed !'^ 



XII. 

Tbe coal-black courser soon wa& brought. 
To ali tbe arts of battle taught^ 
Witb eye of fíre and arching mane 
Prancing, it seemed to scorn tbe reín. 
Of Albert 'twas tbe favourite steed 
And malcbed tbe rapid gale in speed. 
The baron on tbe saddle sprung ; 
To tbe steed^s hoof tbe arcbway rung 
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As o'er the drawbridge pranced its pride 
The Lord High Constable beskle. 
Sooii did tfaey join the distant traiti 
And there, their mettled coursers reín. 
To the commander of the band 
Beckoned the Constabie his hand,. 
And whispering, said, " With balf the train 
^ While I the palace walls regain, 
Take thou the other half, and ride 
Towards the cave, where leads the gQide ; 
Dig up the grave, and quickly bring 
" Whate'er thou vievvest to the king.' 
He spoke — divided was the train. 
And 8oon did padrt the city gain. 
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The other balf the road fnirsued 
That led unto the cave of blood ; 
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Lothario to lhe leading guide 
Had carefuUy its site descried. 
SooD carne the band to wbere the wood 
Qf sokmn pines umhrageom Hood, 
And next across the meadow^s toay 
To where the kfty mountain lay ; 
Deep yawning in its hoUow side 
The gloomy cavem they espi^d, 
Arid entering in the dreary cave 
Beheld the grass-grmun earthen grave l 
ThÍ8 opening (rotted haff tke bonej 
They saw a human skeletòn. 
And in its sheath beneath it.laid, 
With golden hilt, a rust^ blãde ; 
With\he8e the l>anâ the city gained 
As eve the skies with pyrple stained. 
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When on the orientas cheek the Hght 
Gleamed like the ruby^s glow to eight 
And trembled on the city spires — 
What time the moming star retires, 
The Lord High Constable arrayed 

In ali his oíBce' pride, 
Lord Albert to the throne conveyed 

Lothario by his side. 
The skeieton, the doàk, and brand 

Aud axe besmeared witb gore. 
As evidence, his foUowing baad 

Before the monarch bore« ' 



XV. 

Lord Albert started^ when his eye 
The mouldered cloak surveyed. 
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And tumed his cbeek to ashen dye 

When seen the axe's blade. 
But when the falchion so well known 
He saw^ and ghastly skeleton ! 
Lord A]bert ! then, thy utmost pride^ 
Thy guile^ and fear of shame beside, 
The unexpected sight before 
Scarce kept ihee upright on the floor. 
His robe unto his front he drew 
And wiped the cpld convulsive dew 

That sudden gathered there. 
Wild beat his heart^ his head swam round^ 
And half he muttered forth some sound 

That mingled with the air. 
At last, with eíFort great, to rest 
He hushed the throbbings of his breast 
And ali his wonted pride renewed^ 
Haughty before his sovereign stood. 
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Tancred higb^seatçd on bis throne 
In ali bis regai «plendour sbone ; 
Tbe purple robe brigbt fringed with^old 
Fell to bu fe«t in glittering fold, 
The coUar of proud knigbthood prest 
His neek, tbe star adorned bis breast— 
Tbe crown upon bis awful bead 
Ricb lustre from its jewels «hed — 
Tbe golden soeptre filled bis hand^ 
Marking tbe ruler of tbe land/ 
Topped witb a ruby^s spai4íling glow*-^ 
Hts Testure was as white as snow. 
Tbe utmost silence reigned profound 
Tbe public audience room around, 
Wbere barons proud and knigbts appeared, 
When tbus tbe sóvereign^s voice was beard : 
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" Now, knight ! before Lord Albert «hew 
*' In what appears bis honour stained ! 

'' Vouch to the truth^ so may be know 
*' Before us nrhy he stands arraigned.'* 



XVIL 

Lotbarío paused, then fixed bis eyes 
On Albert, and witb solemn voice 

That reacbed to every ear — 
" Baron ! dost thou m^ person know, 
" Or do these witncsses not shew 

" Wby thou art summoned bere ? 
'' Know I am he, who, when a >child 
** Thtf arm in oceanos billotM'WÍld 

" Hurled headlong to destroy I 
** But God, from bis empyreal 'spbet^ 
*' Bentdown bitf^evcr-opcn ear, 

** And beard my io&nt cry. 
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Saved by a ship, a peasanfs care, 
O peers ! sustained me as Lothaire» 
*' And iong I kept bis flock, 
Deeming myseif bis son ; at iast 
" To Syria's sacred soil I passed 
*' And joined tbe mortal sbock ! 
My actions in tbe sanguine fígbt 
Caused Gallia's king to make me knigbt. 
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'' Soou afler from tbe battle plain 
" Tbe royal chief witbdrew, 

*' And plougbing ocean's íields again 
"Calábria rose to view. 

*' Tbe vessel wbere myseif remained 

" Struck on a rock, not far from land. 
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" Urged by a tempest^s force — 
" How I escaped^ and found th is cloak 
'* And gory axe, and with them took 

" Unto thy towers my coiirse, 
" Lord Albert ! well to thee is known, 
" And how within a dungeon thrown 

'' Lest eye thy baseness should explore, 

I lay — to die at morning^s glow — 

But what thou never vet could'st know. 

" I 'scaped by a trap-door. 
'< Near mid-day as with toil I sunk^ 
" I met the strange, mystcrious monk. 
" tord Albert ! he threw back his cowl — 

Judge, peers ! the horror of my soul, 

When, dashed with spattered brain and 
" blòod, 
" Beep in his head a gash I viewed ! 
" Barons ! it was my father's ghost ! 

" Who to my ear the tale of blood 
*' Revealed, as in amazement lost 

" Trembling with rage and grief I stood. 
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'' He told me in ihe cave tvere laid 
" His huried Mkehton and blade" 



XIX. 

Lothario hepe marked out to view 
The cloak and axe's sanguine hue. 
And shewed upon the skeleton 
The cloven skulPs dissfivered boné, 
Which with the axe exact did fit 
When placed its blade wiihin the split. 
Then from the sheath he drew the brand 

» 

Which long withfitood his straining hand. 

And graven on the rusty blade 

Count Rosmond's arms to sight displayed. 

For with his garment rubbing o'er 
The Steel, to every eye descried 
Was fieen, an argent steed, whosepride 

Trampkd a snake ofar* 
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He added then — '' Tfaese shewn to sight^ 
'' I claim, O king ! my lawful right ; 
" I ciaim my father's just domain, 
" And Albert ofhis dtath arraign l" 
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A suUen murmur íilled the dome 
And every face was dark with gloom ; 
The king on Albert fíxed bis eye— - 
" Lord Albert» thou may^st now reply/* 
Pride overcame the Baron^s fear — 
" Is thís the cause that brings me bere ? 
" Forgive, O king ! my warmth oftongue, 
" But ill my 9oul can brook this wrong. 
'^ Tbis villaia^s tale is ali a lie — 
I saw myself the young Count die, 
Stretched bleeding by bis father dead 
" While for my life perforce I fled. 
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'' That axe and cloak I ílung away 
" The better to insure my flight, 
" Which when my eycs did first survey 

*' On this pretended robber knight, 
" I cbarged him with my brother's blood^ 
^' And from his neck bis bead had hewed 
" But for tb' unknown trap-door. 
However, ere my footsteps fled 
Two of tb' assassins I laid dead, 
" Wbence come tbose spots of gore. 
'* Surely^ my liege ! tbis bandite's tale 
WiU never on thy ear prevail ; 
As be and his colleagues no doubt^ 
" Fearing tbeir crime would be found out, 
" Buried tbe body in tbe cave 
" Togetber with tbe well-known glaive, 
" And tbere my cloak and axe concealed 
" Lest tbey the track they took rcvealed." 
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3GXf . 

ÍiOthario's eyeballs sparkied flame— 
•* Think'st thou toèidetby head frornshamc 
** Thou fratrícide and worse than fiend, 
" Atid dát^st tbou ii^6ic«encé ^rétéhd ? 
^ Did^st tbou n6t sajf^ a rufinlh'» kfi^ 
« Thy rtôblé bfòltier robblsá 6f life ? 
^ Lodt, w^efiâ ah <éx'e'8 rifl is shé^ft 
" Et^i MW tipoki his 6kète«dto. 
" But twietíty sptíngs baivé paêsed my híéítà, 
" And eighteen years has he been dead : 
'' How could I then his murderer be ? 
" This proves thy tale a forgery. 
" But ev'n the deed did robbers ão, 

That gold had not escaped their view ; 

That fáldiion'8 hilt òf m«»sy ore 
^ Thtít bòoty ttièfy hai gladtjT boft^ 
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" Besides, why in the cave ahne 
** Was found thy brother^s akeleton, 
" Where did they burjr then his son f '' 



XXIL 

O Truth ! when on the coonteaaDce bright 
Burns thy divine exalted light ; 
When hke a flood thy accents roll 
Indignant, from th' impasBÍoned spul ; • 
Guilt stands abashed^ its purpose crost» • 
And ali its hardened front is lost; 



XXIII. 



This Albert fdt*^'^ dríves the gale 
Now stonny lood, now murmnring wcok. 
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Successively so red and pale 

Sufiused the guilty Baron'» cheek. 
The vision once again émployed 
His thought^ but it was checked by pride. 
" Villains are alwaya smooth of tmigue/' 

Feigning compjosurèy thus he spoke ; 
'* And iherefore to revenge this wrioag 

" To more than words J now muet look. 
'' Tancredo to sbew what ai:tful Ue 
! " Is kvelled at oiy spotiesa fame^ 
** Him tbat arrâigns me I defy . 

''And with him koightly combat claim. 
" To^íDorTOw, girt váth helmefs dhade^ 

" Buckler^ and hauberVs iron çoat, 
" I trust iny sharp-avenging blade 

'' Shall thrufit his falsehood down hi§ 
" throat !'' 
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^ Tby uaíMt 1 «ncept»'' repKed 
Lothaiioy ToiMcd with kándHhig pride> 
'' Awi truBt> aHlio' my \»íiÊè»beféw ' 
^ TiiÍB lAitt wiA jgiw4hy Cf imet their due — 
'' Ând thuà t^renge tny fethèr deaA i^ ' 
He ceftsedj and^us tive mòuaíclii said : 
'' To^morfcH^r bê the ctitbbat itied, 
'"^lie csfâse, I gVMMl itrto dèxâdeé 
** Lord CoDítable ! be ihiii^ the eare' 
The liMs amd basrrleirs t»pr0pÉ»«* 
Lotbatioi we wifl aH thkigà g^ratít, 
'^ AtràoíiT z!(A steed «into thy M^fttít 
'' Now with the challenged ]pe#8C>n'8 claim 
*' Thy weapons for the combat name." 
The warrior to the king returned, 
While aU his soul within him burned; 
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^ Since tfaen it with thy will accords^ 
•* To-morrow, before ali thesc lords 
'* With axe and spear the strife I try, 
" And heav'n the guilty doom to die l" 
He said> and Tancred gave assent. 
And from the dome, th' assembly went 
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CAMTO VI. 



THE CO MB AT. 
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LOTHAIRE, 

CANTO VU 

THE COMBAT. 

I. 

SooN as the rosy gleam of day 

Purpled the glowing oceanos breast, ' 
A crowd, the combat to survey, 

Tumultuous from the city pressed. 
The €onstable bad placed a guavd 
Aroo^jd the lists bis eare prepared 

Th' intruding vulgar to repdl : 
Spears gliltered there in.threatenÍBg wood. 
And wbere the royal seal was vicwed 

Streng archen leaned ou bow9 of ateei. 
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In rear of these^ in mail arrayed, 
The horsemen grasped the gleamy blade. 
In royal garb the ãovereign carne 
Followed by knigbt, and peer^ and dame. 
And pressed the awful judgment seat, 
A silver footstod at his fêet. 
The nobles sat around in row 

» 

On crimson ^eats, á splendid show. 
Beauty and valour there combined 
By far the pomp of dress outshined. 
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Now atthe monarch^s high command. 
Aroujid the Usts deep silence reigned. K 
The Qonstable before the throne . 
In his insígnia, mounted, shone, - 
Where gold and purple^s mingled glow 
Adomed a raiment white as snow; 
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High on his head three plumes advanced 
Light to lhe sportive breezes danccd ; 
His left band had lhe bridle's hold, 
His right displayed tbe rod of gold. 
With tbe kinof^s arma emblazoned round 
His courser^B trappings touched tbe ground; 
A báfinèred tmmpet stood beside^ ■ ' ' ' 
Its silk^ adomed with equal pride. 
With voice diâtinct he read aloud 
The cause ofcombat to. the crowd : 
\* A stranger knight — ^Lotbaire his namc^ 
Lays to Count Roemond^s easUe dalm ; 
Andatyles himself that foaroa's âon-^ 
His right demanding át the tbrone.. 
Theprcsent lord he does arraign 
GuiUy i^fouUst murãer^s stain ! 
" Ho, warders ! set tbe barríers clear, . 
" And give th' arraigner to appean'' . 



t4 



4€ 



it 



ii 



4€ 



156 



III. 



The bamar» were uaclosed witb apeed» 

The throngUig crowd withdrew« 
And mounted.oii a milk^white steod 

Lothaire appeared to view. 
Far difièrent wa& the warrior^s look 
To when he bore the thread^bare doak*^ 
High on his casque, hy breezes swayed; 

libe Idty pi ume waved white.; 
Jb poUihed Steel his limbs arvayed^ 

Diffiísed a glorious li^t. 
The axe w^as ai his saddle^baw» 
But that revealed na fulgent ^lofir, 
'Tma that by which his iather feU 
Stin rosty and bUod*dashed it& steel ^ - 
For he the self-same weapon vowed 
Should reek with his foul murderer^s blood ! 
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Grasped iit bis hahd the glittering áptít 

A glancing líght disfrfayed^ : 
And 6ager of th« stern career • 
His cbavger boldly neighed. 
The warrior entering in the ring 
Low bowed his head unto the king. 
And many a lady^s breast of snow 
Throbbed at his sight witb secret glow^ 



IV. 

The Lord High Condtable nett leaA 
The cballenge, and Veaunung said i 
" Lord Albert doeis the crime deny 

" Which makes him murdèr-stained, 
** And brands with foidest faMly • 

" The kniglM;, by whom arr^ugned^ 
^ And in his hoBòui^s saxited causei 

'^ Before hm mmífétga^w é{ 
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l^tharío, by the knightly lawá 

** Defíes to mortal fight. 
" Ho, warders ! set the barriers clear^ 
*' And let the chàllenger appear {'* 



V. 



The barriers were unclosed with speed, 

The thronging crowd withdrew. 
And mounted on his coal-black steed 

Lord Albert rode to view. 
His vízor closed, with sombre ^hade . 

Concealed his fáceis gloom, 
Loose over which terri6c played 

• In air, a blood-red plume.. . 
The polished axe beside his thigh 

A broad refulgence beamed 
Bat dusky to the gazer^s eye 

His sable armour gleained» . . 
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He wore those arms of suUen glow 
Gríef for his brotber's death to sbew, 
But 'twas his ardent hope> in fray 
Hb arm his hated son would slay. 
Before the throne he stooped his crest 
And fast the beamy spear comprest. 
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The Consiable resumed again 
The formal^ ceremonious strain : 
" Tancredo unable to decide 

*' In such important cause, 
" Wills, that the matter fair be tricd 

** By arms, and knighthood's laws. 
** The challenge is accepted bold, 
*' The challenged does his weapons hold, 
'' And who subdues in mortal fight 

Shall be proclaime^ henceforth as xight. 
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'* And to the baronies súli^cèed^ 
*' So has thé h# t)f ãrms áetreèi. 
^ Sound tmmp thè BÍgnál to còntend, 
^ And heàv^n the bèlier cause defetid ?' 
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« 

The trumpet pealed a gailant soundi^ 
And from the barriers with a bound 

The steeds impatient sprung; 
Scarce côúld the keen spectatôrt eye 
Their fiery rapid eòursé deséry — 

The earth beneath them nittg. 
With rested spear^ and crest detclined, 
The adverse champions ôerCetjr joined 

And dreadful was the shòck — 
Slaggered before the headlotig force 
Back on bis crupper feli éach borsê ; 

The splinterèd lances broke. 
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Ere shivered by lhe stern career 

It iparkling touched the ground, 
True to iU aim Lotharío^s spear 

The hostile helmet found. 
But lho' tbe point was firmly sent 
Albert endured the storm unbent. 
Not 80 the knight bis foeman^s stroke 
Sustained— tbe lance, altbo' it broke, 

By the tough platea repelled, 
Yet from his steed, tho' seated fast, 
Six paces back it headlong cast 

Lotharío on the íield. 
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liord Albert soon with spur and rein 
Recovered his war-iteed again> 
And distant on the listed ground 
Saw lie his adversary stunned. 
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Joyed at the sight, his axe be drev. 
And swift to take th^ advantage flew ; 

But by the shouU awoke^ 
The gallant knigbt bis daager viewed» 
Nor faiied to raise bis axe of blood — 

It met the Baron*s look I 
Imime to meei bis nisbing foe 
He sei2cd it fcom tbe saddle bow. 
For frigbted by the ílourisfaed steel 

.In Albert^s liftéd band, 
His courser tbat so lately féll 

Had scarce its feet regalned, 
When round tbe lists it urged its course 
With íiery speed and madding forceja 
And had be not from its íixed stand 
Snatched tbe broad axe into bis band, 
The weapon it bad borne away. 
And lefl bim to sure destb a prey. 
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As when a swain^ whose trembling eye 
Sees in bis path a serpent lie, 

' Recoils with wild affiight ; 
iSo Albert when bis eyes sanreyed, 
Not seenbtfore, the welUknoton bladc, 

Back started at tbe sight. 
His axe, higb lifled o*er the foe, 
Dropt to his khee without a blow : 
And '* Ciirsed fiends of hell/* he cried, 

Half raving with amaze, 
'* Is not the world sufficient wide 
" But that fell axe in mnrder dyed 

" Must ever blast my gaze ? 
*' Dsemons, avaunt 1 'tis not my time, 
'^ Nor will I yet confess the crime. 
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*' no* firam n^ neck my head be hewed 
** And I must render bloodfin* hlood /" 



X. 



|Ie scarce had ended here^ 

When tbundering od bis plated tbigh 

Tbe bostile axe, first brandisbed bigb, 
Came down witb stroke severe. 
Tbe strong greaves yielded to its force> 

And deep was driv*n tbe wound — 
JLord Albert scarcely kept bis borse, 

Wbile streamed bis folood around. 
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As tbunder ere it spends its force 
Stamps in tbe rifted rocks its course ; 
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So rousing at the sudden wound^ 
His axe the Baron whirled around. 

And urged it on his foe. 
Lothaire ! Ihou neededst then to wieid 
The breadth of a protecting shield 

To save thee from the blow. 
Sidelong his tempered helm it took. 

And rent the crashing steel. 
And then with loud resounding shock 

Upon his shoulder fell. 
The ringing plates in splinters broke> 
But there was spent the lightning stroke. 
The furious steel just grazed his head 

And shared the hair around> 
Then on his shoulder blade lay dead — 

Lothario feit no wound. 
The Baron with the headlong sway 

To his right foot below 
Was sudden brought, where bent he lay, 

So fierce he swung the blow. 
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Lord Albert ! o'er thy fated bead 
Death^s angel shook his pinioos dread. 
And offcred mercy, spurned before. 
To thee returned from heav*n no more. 
Not idly did Lothario see 
The ofièred opportunity : 
With either hand upraísed on bigh 
He swung; tbe axe of fatal dye. 
And urged it hissing down the vffiná. 
As low the Baron lay re^Iined. 
The gorgefs steei oppoeed in vaÍD> 

In vain the spinal boné withstood^ 
Tbro' both the weapon plougbed amaio. 

And from the neck his heád it hevoeã* 
Out gusbed tbe life-stream on tb^ plain» 
While the scare4 stçed with ^oosened reÍD 
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Scoiired tbe wide lúIs, and at ils feet 
Dnigged the ccld hody, lost lU seat. 
The sevçred head> as on tbe ground 
It fell^ sprUog^upwardswitíi a bouud — 
Unclosed its eyes^-tfae conqueror neweá. 
And gaspÍDg, mutteredi *' Blood for 

^'Bloodf" 
Then sunk upon the gorj field 
With countenance pàle and eydid sealed. 
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Â shout of horror swefled around 

As touched the ghastly head the ground. 

WhUe to himself Lothario said ^ 

At last behold the vengeance paid^ 
O Father ! to thy honoured shade. 
And thou> lost wretch ! tho' pale and cold 

" Thy headless corpee on earth lies rolted. 
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'' Mty poiitence befere thy death 

" Have saved thee, tbo' with dyinf breath.'' 

The Constable, the steods at large 

Gave to th' attending^ warders' charge, 

Himself dismountingi to the throne 

Copducted Rosmond^s vãliant son. 

The monarch rose with gracious air— « 

'' Hail Rosmond^s now undoubted heir : 

'' Possess henceforth thy lawfal right . 

^' Bold victor in unequal fight. 

''.The loyalty thy sire has shewn 

" May^st thou possess towards the throne. 

" Ourself and Peers heard Albert*8 breath 

'* Plead guilty to his brother^s death ; 

'' His body to the birds a prey 

" Shall on the common dunghill lay. 

" But ere both baronies thou share, 

" Before us thou must fírst declare 

•' To wed the Lady Countess' heir," 
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XIV. 

'' To her my liberty I owc ;" 
Lothaire returned with kindling glow><— 
" Would she consènt my hand to bless 
'* ^woald consummate my happiness* 
" But yet permita my liege, a tomb 
'* Yon headless body to infaume, 
" Since kindred binds me to tbe dead 
'' And for bis crimes bis deatb bas paid.'' 
Tbe king bis generous suit admired. 
And granting; with bis court retired. 



XV. 

That very day U^ bis domain 
Lotbario by a spéiçdy traia 
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Sent the proud corpse in death low laid, 
The skeleton and fatal blade, 
Together with the axe and vest^ 
Then staid the monarch'» royal guest. 
But when the mom with vermil stain 
Brightened the face of heav^n agaia, 
Alone he songfat his sire^s abode 
FoUawing hig former lonely road. 
In masing tboQgbt the warríor passed/ 
Tho' his white charger speeded faot ; 
For this the monarch^ as his gift^ 
With the brave heir of Rosmond left. 
Sweet vas the «cene the morning shewed. 
And far along the rugged road 

His progress had he took^ 
When the green bank his eye surveyed 
Defended hy an oak^s dark shadc 

Where gushed the limpid brook ; 
Alighting, to a bough he tied 
His steed, and by the oak espíed 
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£dwma's wicker gift ; 
A wild rose had entwiped it round» 
And gently from th,<e flowery grojand 

The basket d^d he lift. 
What pleasure did his bosom prove^ 
How panted ali bis heart with love 

To fiod it tbere still rest ! 
Again be mounted on bis steed« 

« 

And prest, amidst tbe courser^s speed, 
Tbe trifle to bis breast. 
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Soon did be reacb tbe jutting rock, 
Above wbose suinmity tom and broke» 
Tbe ujild ash broad-prqjecting spread 
Tbat formed a covmng for his hèad. 
Then tbro' ^be plain bis course pursued 
Towards tbe distant castk-wood. 
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Scarce had he gained the twilight shade 
When midst the trees bis eye surveyed 
A Jigvre tu a cowl arrayed. 
Scarce could bis hand tbe steed restrain 
Tbat starting, struggled witb the rein, 
And 8nortiug> sbewed tbe signs of fear 
As at some strange appearance néar. 
The pathway the tall figure crossed^ 
He saw it was bis father's ghost. 
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*' Joy to my Son/' thus solemn spoke 
The Spectre with erected look ; 
" God'8 high decree has becn fulfiUed — 
" The killer has in turn been killed. 
With thee thy rightful titles rest 
And now my soul shaU know of rest. 
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** Angelic music greets my ear^ 
<' I may not longer tarry here. 
'' Farewell ! to better realms I fly 
'' And Dever more shall meet thine eye^ 
'' Till the last trumpet^s final sound 
** Summons the world to judgment round^ 
** When once more I shall join my clay, 
Then^ of a substance bright as day 
As spring transforms at winter^s close 
'' The seed unto the balmy rose. 
" Then virtue*s fiery trials past, 
'' AU shall be happiness at last, 
" And thro* etemity's wide year 
" Never again be known a tear." 
He ceased — the cowl and visage pale 
Changed like the iickle ocean-gale. 
The íirst assumed a shining glow 
And tumed as white as winter snow» 
The next with rays of glory crownèd 
Diffuted a dazdi/ig light around» 
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And midst a stráin whose etdence sweet 
No mortal masic canTq)eat^ 
The Visioh vanished^itt his sígfal 
Veiled in a cloud of ptii^le light. ' 
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• 

Lothario gazed áwhile entranced 
Then slowly to fais towers advanced, 
While thoughts beyond the spbere of earth 
Took in his Wdeà soiâ their birth. 
Tlie watchman firom the raniparts bigh 
Told that Coimt Rosmond's Son drew nigh ; 
At wbich the gates vere wide di^played 
And o'er tíie fosse the drawbridge laid; 
While he, attended by the guard, 
Dismounted ih the eastle^yard. 
The vassaTs gathered round in crowd 
And feaky in due form vowed, • 
As to their new-made lord they bowed. 
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Lothaire foi^t not in his joy 

The Wardar Chief, wlio shut from light, 
They told him àiá imprisoned lie, 

But bade him be brought forlh to 8Ígbt. 
** Ihope, Sir Chief! your onlyfare 
** Was not the dungeon's stagnant air 

'* But better was decreed ; 
" I also hope, that whtn alone 
'* You slumbered on the fiinty stone 
l'^ A couch y<m did not need ; 
*' And that your eyes did not survey 
" Old goblins, being shut from day ; 
'* And that 'twoê pleasant to reside 
'* So far beneath the river*s tide. 
'* Such words, Sir Warder ! oncc were thine ;" 
He added, " But they are not mine. 
" Again thy former oífice fill — 

'^ But henceforth be thou taught to know, 
" The feeling heart will never smile 

'' Whenbleedftanother'sbrea^t with woe/' 
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Then mraiting no reply» he sped 
Towardfl Edwina'8 room his tread, 
But fírst within the basket set 
His baron^s golden coronejL 
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No muffling cowl wlth envious shude 
Then hid ff om sigfat the beautçous maid> 
Her iBleoder form waa plainly seen 
As clustèrs swell thro' vine-leáves green; 
And on her fiice the crimson glow 
Coiitrasted to her forebead^g snow, 
Seemed like the roseis ardent twin^ 
Around the fairer jessamine. 
Her silken locks of raven shade 
Dark on her neck of ivory played : 
So seems on spodess ernúne set 
The artful foil of sable jet. 
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When íirst Lothario trod the room 
She started ftom her pensive gloom, 
But when he caught her dark bright eye 
Flushed on her cheek a deeper dye. 



XX. 

The Baron on a table set 

The basket with the coronet. 

And pointing to them, while hislook 

Gazed oh her beauteous face« thus spoke : 

" Edwina^ see thygift.again 

'^Which in the.duogeon thy fairhand 
" Gave me^ life'8 spiíits to su^tain, 

'* Agaiost proud Albert^s stèrn comUiand. 
" He stained him with my father^s gore 
" And, such.heav.'n'8 doom, IsiioW no more. 
*' £ré this thou must my tale have known, 
" And that I aro Count Rosmond^s Son. 

N 
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'' What, my Deliveress ! unto tbee 
'* Can I return for Uberty ?'* 



XXI. 

He paused — " See tbere my coronet ! 

•* With this to thec I gladly part, 
'* But with ity oílbred not as yet^ 

^' Ah ! say, wih thou accept my heart ? 
*' To thcc I owe pi:06perity> 
'* Crown it by holy matrimony ! 
The melting radiance of her eyes, 

Tlie blushes glq^ing on her cheek^ 
Her swèlling bosom^s frequent rise 

Was ali lhe aligwer she «ould speak. 
Whaii tfansport^d tbe warrior. prove, 
llow did heUe88 tbe signs of love !' 
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XXII. 

£re carne lhe Baroxi^s bridai day, 

Witbin a marble tomb 
He placed Lord Albert^s breatbless day 

Amidst the forest gloom« . 
An iron railin^ fehced it round, 
An urn the lofly suminit crowned. 
The Chaplain many massea «aid 
Over the duU unheeding dead» 
Whose spirit at the death-pang'6 close 
No mortal prayer» coiild>give repose. 
But in the C2tstle-vaultb^ where lay 

HÍ9 ancestors ex]^o9ed m stóney 
He placed^ remote from glaring day, 

His father^s honoured skeleton. 
High in the castle-hall displayed 
He hung the golden««bilted bbde. 
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But the red cloak and axe's glaive 
He buried in Lord Alberi^s grave. 
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£acb noble lord and lady fair 

That rouad tbe neighbouring country were 

Attended at the bridai day. 
The vassals shared the general joy. 
And frolic> mirth, and revelry 

The moments charmed away. 
And wheu the skies were lost in night 
Thecastle turret&still blazed brigfat. 
For jovial feaiit and cheering wine 
Did with the merry dance combine ; 
And sounding harp and trumpet^s clang. 
Throughout the loíty galleries rang 

In mingled choras long : 
But when tbe pair retired^ to prove 
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. The sacred joys of virtuous love 
Tbe Minstrel raised this song :- 



XXIV. 

SONG. 

'' How sweet is^ the rose when she peere o^er 
'' the eacth, 
" The queen of the garden^confest'; 
'' Heaven drops with chaste tears in delight at 
'' her birth, 
*' And the breeze fans her beautiful breast. 

'' How majestic the oak when his broad head 
" he rears, 

" The king of the wide-spreading wood ; 
*' Nor the tempest^s nor cataract^sfury he fears, 

" Yet soon by the ivy is wooed. 
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*' So lovely tbe vlrgin, who mdtíng at woc> 
'' Shews virtue combined witb her charms ; 

^ Peace holds her still borne in her bosom of 
** snoWy 
** And happiness âvreOs in her anns. 

" So noble the hero, undaunted who bears 
'* The storms with adversity fraught; 

^ Who stoops not bis crest in the wbiriwind 
''ofwarg, 
" Ye^ bends when by mercy bespught l^ 
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MusB of the South ! on western suores 
Such 8ong thy iâfiaence èiá inspire, 

There, where the foamy ociean rioars 
Round têlands scorebed witb solar fire. 

Dread Islands ! wheine the Briton'â breast 

Is ever lost to calm delight ! 
Where tyranriy in sahgaine'vest 

Hiteatens the wretch that is notwhite f 

Alas ! how many a gallant breast 
Oti you is eold in kindred clay> 

Not on bríght honour^s couch at re8t> 
But victim of diseflsê'8 sway ! 
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I too, on your unhappy isles 

Have long experienced fortune'8 lum 
Deceived by hollow fíriendship^s smiles. 

And learot that ** Man to«u maàx to 
'* moum /" 

Asd yet thís heart ha» nerer known 

From príde of rank to crush tfae weak ! 
Tho' tbçre, it was a crime alone 
, The language oi the soul to speak, 

Oppression ! how I hate thy rod ! 

How burns my soul at slavery ! 
O Man ! thou noblest work of 6od, 

Hold fast, thy birthright, Liberty ! 

True Liberty its king respectâ^ 
And rank, its.due attention draws, 

But 8till its jealons eye protects. 
More dear, its country^s sacred laws ! 
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And now escaped Oppression^s reign 

Escaped the ísleB of misery, 
Dear land ! I welcome thee again — 

Welcome^ thou land of liberty l 

Tho' thy wbite coasts I claim not wbole, 
Thou rear^dst me in life's early morn — 

Thou art the birtb-place of my soul ! 
Tho' far in distant índia born ! 

Adieu ! the noisy drum and fífe ! 

Ye harbor too much guiie for me ; ^ 
I fear not for a íickle life^ 

But fear to lose my Liberty ! 

In generou8']ÉM|pKwarlike land 
To lead a peaceful life I choose^ 

And woo from freedom's holy hand 
,The smiles^ of the forgotten muse ! 
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NOTES. 



CANTO I. 

Ver. XII. — The vatt embattled pile. 

Tbis Une ia borrowed from a Metrícal Tale,eotitled the 
*' Geoii/' written by Ensign HQbbard, of tbe ist West 
Jodia regimeot. Tbe Une from wbicb it is borrowed, 
fiuis tbn»— 

'* A dark mooastic pile !" 

Tbe " GenU" has not yet been publUbed, but wUI 
thortly appear, with " A Tonr tbrongb the Islands of tbe 
Weftem Aichipelago/' by the nine author, wbo U already 
known to the pabUc^ by several pieces io prose and verse. 
He oomposed tbe ** Genii" in imitation of ** Gonzalvo/' 
a Tale of Chivalry, pubUshed by me in a CoUection of Tales 
in Verse, printed in Ediubnrgb, in 1810. Tbe " Genii," 
IS however much superior to the original ; and it was in 
consequence of pemsing it, that the idea first stnick me of 
writing *' Lothaire." 
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CANTO II. 

Ver. III.— For Síoh*s ancient Lara, 
This wai Gay of Lnslgaaa, ivbo^ with his brother, 
Geoffrey, laid si«^e to Acre^ or Ptolemais, as it was tben 
called, io revenge of bis being dispossessed of tbe tbrooe of 
Jerusalém, or Sion, by Saladin, Caliph of £gypty who was 
tben extending bis coDqaests over tbe wbole of tbe £ast« 

Vér. III. — Ani Fredtri^i J^h with àU kia kost, 
Coanã, tbe Soo of Frédevic &rban>silà> Emiperor .of 
Ctermaoy. IVederio was tbe leadier of tbe Seeond Cmaade^ 
aod ioTaded Syría by land, at tbe bead of ao ItnineiufB 
army. Tbe treacbery of tbe Greek Emperor embarrassed 
bim rery much on bis maicb ; but, bowever, \n spite 
of ali obstacles, be reacbed tbe River Belas (sapposed 
to be tbe ancient Cydans), Príiidk runs witbin fire bundred 
fBtrds of tbe waUs of Aere. • Impt>udeirtly batbtng^ biiitelf 
in fbis rifer, after tbe beat of battle, like bis pi>ede^ 
cessor, Aiexander tbe Oreát, be was seizcd with a violent 
distemper, of wbicb be died. Ai bis deatb, tbe ooniaaná 
of tbe army de^olved Qpon bfis son Conrad, wbo, joining 
Lasignau, carried on tbe siege of Acre. 

Ver. III.-— (y Caroços, who Ud the van* 
Tbis disttnguisbed bero is mentioned in FaUer's Hittmry 
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•í tbe Holy Wan, a* lumag. tai^ht Saladín^lJh» Ait «I 
War, who g^Ve hiiii tbe oommand of tbe garrison of Acre» 
89 it liatf theiktf tò Jénisalcm, and a cit|i ou that aoconot 
tbreatencd wUb tbe united attack «f ali tbe powen oí 
Snrope. • What nade it Bfdl more importwit to tbe 
ernaadèn, waB, tbat it was sapposcd/that M« W99d qf thi 
1fhí€ ,Cfê» was in tbis city. Caracoa b«âd out tbe deCsoce 
of it^ for Dearly fi^e years^ against teo.tim^ búQiiniberj 
till it was at last taken by storm oa tbe anrival of tbe 
Englisb amiyy wbkh did not arrive till about a montb 
after that of tbe Frencb. 

Vn, W ,^—ff^ith êecret envy frmugií* 
. FbUip/.fturilaQied Aiig^stui^ King of Fraoce, aftef bar* 
iag- landcd ia.Palestine with d(x,0OO meo^ was so j^alnus 
of tbe glory acquired..byi Kidiard tbe Furaty .conuaoBljn 
kiiown)a*CcBiir de Liop, tbat.al^ tbe redaçtio^of Acre* 
ke preteDded to be sick^ and returocd to Fra«^cf^ w^ii bis 
«nvyi oály kavtog 10,000 men with Richard, uodler tbe 
sommand of Odo, DiiM of Bargundy* 

Ver. V^^-^But the fanied plaina af Aakáiòn», 
< Sal«din^ not arríving aoén enougb to tbe i^ef çf Acre, 
etieamped with bis array, coasistíog of 800,000 meD, on 
the plaii» of Aikalon, to preveot tbe progress qf ^icbard 
to Jerusalém. Tbe army of Richard did not amoppt Xw 
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more %bên 70,000 meo/of which, upwardt of 40,000 wen& 
bis own snbjects. He howeTer engaged,-and roated Sala- 
díD, • after a bfoody battle, in which both wings of hia anoy 
were defeated, thou^b bis centre was victorioasy wbere he 
eommandfd ia persoo. Saladio, after tbe battle, made 
him a present of two beaatiful Arabian cbargers, ia com- 
plimeot to bis valour, and soon after coocladed a tiro yean' 
iraee with Riebard. 

Ver. XVIId — 7%e sUifer sòund, the soni sprung- straimt 
. Tbe idea of this, and tbe three siibseqaept Unes, together 
witb tbe 4tb line of tbe 4tb verse in tbe dd Canto, were 
suggested to me bj tbe pernsal of *' Tbe Mermaid," a 
Legendary Ballad, composed by Leyden, tbe Aathorof 
** Tbe Scenes of Iniancy/' wbo died in Jara. The manof 
tcript copy tbat I read was lent to me by Assistant-Sar- 
geon Noble, of the 1 st West índia regiment, since deceaaed, 
a gentleman of great eradition :. be was tbe aathor of a 
popular Song, pablisbed some time ago, being at tbat time 
in tbe 69th regiment. Tbe Song beçins thn^— 

** Oor king sends us notice be wants onr assistance, &c." 

I bare been bold enougb^ib^lter andlei^khen Leyden's 
Ballad of ** The Mermaid/' wbkh I subjoin for Um rea- 
der'8 pernsal. Tbe Unes ia italics ase those tbat I faave 
fmitated. >. * 
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" , THE. MERMÁID. 

N > 

I 

On JuFa's heath lipw sweetly swell - 

"Tbe munnun of tb« monataio bee, 
How softly mouras the wríthed shell 

Of Jara's shore, its parent sea. 
But softer, sweeter, o*er the deep 

Arcèí tbe Mennaid'8 soothiog lay, 
Who injhèh Syren grot would keep 

The constant Chief of Colonsay. 
In youth'8 gay bloom, the brave Mac Pliail 

Stin blamed the lingeriog bark^s delay. 
For her hè chid the flagging sai), 

Tlie lovely maid of Colonsay ! 
Aloft the pnrple penants ware 

As parting gay firom Orcna's shore, 
Tbeir gallant Chief, the seamen brave 
^rom Lorn'8 dread combat homeward bore. 
** And raise,** he cried, *^the Song of Lote 

*' The maiden sung witb tearfal sniile, 
** When first o'er Jara's hills to rove 
' " A/ar we left the lonely isle. ' 

*' 1 saw^t&é teár-drops OD her cheek, 

^' Her eyes with dewy lastre sbkié, 
** And as she s^ke^ with pressnre weak 

'' Her iaxiá she fondly clasped ia miat. 

o 



'4^ 



* 



194 

** When from this rlng of ruby red 

" Fades tbe pellucíd crimson hae, 
'^ Tby fair is nambered witb t|)« dead, 

« Or proves tQ tbee ajid love untrae." 
Now ligbtly pobed, the risiog oar 

Disperses wlde tbe fõamy sprfkyy 
And ecboing fot o'er Orcna'8 shore 

Resouods tbe Soog of Coloasay* 



SONG. 

*' Softly blow tbou Western breeze, 
*' Softly kiss tbe rustling sail ! 

^' Wbile my Love is on tbe seas 
" Softly blow tbott Western gale ! 

** Wbere tbe wave is tinged witb red 
" Ând tbe russet sea-weeds grow, 

*' Maríners ! devoid of dread, 
*^ Sbun tbe sbelving reefs below. 



• *' As you pass tbro' Jara'8 soundy 
* ' ** Bend your coarse by Scarpa's sboro, 

*' Sbun ! ob, sbon ! the gulpb profoand 
" Wbere Contditia's surges Mar ! 



195 

'* l( from tbat unbottomed deep, 
*' Dread bis fom, and vaat his tmin, 

*' 0'er the v^rg^ of Scarpa*» steep 
'^ Fierce the sea-unake ^ear bis mane ; 

** Sea-green sisters of the wavcB 
'' Wide bis oocy coiU uuwind ; 

^ Far wbei^ boilio^ ocean rayes 
" Fast tb' unwieldy monster bind. 

<< Ne'er^ my Leve^ in oombat fierce 
" Sbrink from tbe oppMÍng lance, 

'< Tho' it hottile boioms pierce 
'* Rapid 83 tbe lover*! glance. 

** Ne*er, my Lov^^ io fields of fight 
" Tield tby tempered beeii claymove, 

"" TUI tbe splinten sparkle brigbt 
^ Round tbee io tbe battle's roar t 

** Ne^er, roy Love, by foes oppressed, 
'' From tby grasp tbe dirk forego^ 
^' Till, deep plnnged in foeman'8 breast^ 
^' Pftle be «ink beneath the blowi" 
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Thus ali to sooth the Cbieftain'» woc, 

Far írnm the maid be loweá so dear, 
The 8ong arose so soft and slow, 

He seemed her parting tigb to bear. 
Tbe looely deck be paces o'er 

Impatient for tbe ruing day, 
And still from OrcDa'8 moonligbt «hdre 

He tums bis eyes U> Coionsay ; 
For nigbt had sbaded ali tbe surge 
' Tbat streakie^ witb foam the ocean green, 
Wben ffjpnrd as tbe rowers urge 

Their course— « female form is seen !— * 
Tbat Seamaid's form of pearly light 

Was whiter thao the dofvoy spray. 
And o'er her bosom heaviDg brigbt 

Her glossy yellow rínglets play. 
Borne on a foamy-crested wave 

Sbe reached amain the bonnding prow, 
Then clasping fast the cbieílaia brave, 

Plunged in the roaring deep beiow ! — 
Oh ! long beside tby feigned biifr, 

The Monks their prayers of death sball say. 
And long for tbee, tbe fruitless tear 

Shall weep the maid of Colonsay !— > 
But downwardy liké a powerless corse 

Tbe eddyiDg waves tbe Cbieftain bear. 
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He only heart the moamog hoarsc 

Of waters murmarinj^ in his ear ! 
The mnnniiTs sink hf slow degrees. 

No more the surges round him raT«, 
Lulled by the mosic of the seas 

He lies— -beneath a Coral Cave ! 
In dreamiog mood, be lying long 

Dares not bis dazzled eyes nndose^ 
Till warbliog wild, the Seaiiuúd'8 song 

Far in the inmost cavem rose. 
Soft as tbat Harp's unseen controul 

In moming dreams, tbat Lovers bear, 
Wbose strains steal sweetly on the aoúí, 

Bnt uever reacb the waking ear ; 
Soft as the beam in gentle Spring 

Tbat glitters tbro' tbe tepid air, 
When birds their wildest woodnotes sing. 

And flowers display their colours fair ; 
So meltiog soft the mosic fell, 

It seemed to sooth tbe flutteríng spray— 
Say, beard'8t thou not the wild notes swell ? 

Ah ! 'tts^-the song of Colonsay !— 
lÀke one that from a fearf ai dream 

Awakes, tbe moming light to view, 
And joys to see the parple beam, 

T«;t fears to find tbe vision trae. 
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He beard that strato, to wildly «weet^ 

Wbícb b«de hii torpid languor fly ; 
He feared some speU had boiíad his fetrt 

And ecarocly dared bi* limbi to try. 
" Tbese yellow sandt, tbit sparry cave 

** Sball bend tby «ml to Beauty'» sway ! 
** Canst tboQ tbe Maiden of tbc Wave 

<( Compare to ber of ColoDsay ?" 
Routed iy tkta voice qfêilver «ound 

From the pmvedjhor ke iightig^ ^pntng. 
And glancing wUd his eyet around 

Whert the Siea Nymph stdudng nmg^ 
No fona fae saw of mortal monld ; 

It sbone like Ooean's snowy foam l 
Her ringleta «aved in linBg gold, 

Her mirror, cfarystat— pearl bet comb. 
Her pearly comb tbe Syran took. 

And carelew boond ber tsesses wUd^ 
StíU o'er her mirror atole a look 

As ai tbe wooderíng ]K>otb sbe smiled. 
Like masic from tbe greenwood tree 

Again sbe raised tbe melting ]ay«- 
" Fair Warrior ! wilt tbou dwell witb me, 

*< And leaTc tbc maid of Colonsay ?' 
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MERMAnys SONG. 



** Bbioht is the Ocean Hall for me 
" With sapphires Snd with rabies set, 

** And sweet the music of the sea 

** Shall souDd^ where we for lo?e are met ! 

** How sweet to dance with gliding feet 
** Along the levei tide so green, 

*' Responsive to the zephyrs sweet 

" That whisper tjiro' the midnigbt scene. 

*' And soft the mu&ic of the main 

" Rings from the motley tortoise shelI, 

^* Whilst moonbeams o'er the watcry plain 
** Seem trembling in its fretful swelM 

** How sweet, when billowslieave the head 
^' And sbake their totuny ttesU on liigh, 

" Serene in Ocean's sappbire bed 
" 3en«ath tbc tambling surge to lie ! 
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*< To trace witb tranqoil step tbe deep 
*' Where pearly drops of frozen dew 

'^ In concave shells, unconscious sleep, 
*' Or shine with lastre*s BÍWery bne. 

** Tben shall tbe Sommer sua írom for 
^' Pour tbro' tbe wave a softer ray, 

'* Whilebdiamonds in oar bower of spar, 
'' At CTe shall shed a brighter day : 

** Nor stormy wind, nor winfry gale 
** Tbat o*er tbe angry ocean sweep, 

** Shall e'er our coral groves assaU, 
*< Caim in tbe bosom of tbe deep. 

'< Tbro' tbe green mead» beneatb tbe ses 
« £namoar'd we sball fopdly stray, 

'< Tben, gentle warrior, stay witb me, 
« And leave tbe maid of Colontfay 1" 



" Tbo' brigbt tby locks of glisteríng gold, - 
<< Fair Syren of tbe foamy main, 

<< Tby life-blood is tbe water cold, 
*< Wbile mine beats warm tbro' every rein. 
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** If I witbin thy sparry cave 

*' Sbottld íd thy snowy arms reclioe, 
** IncoDstant as tbe restless wave, 

** My heart wonld grow as cold as thÍD«. 
** In yottth's first dawn I loved tbe maid, 

*' I know b«r gentle beart is mioe, 
** And conld my vows of rapture fade, 

" My beart wonld grow as cold as tbine '.*' 
As cygnet down, prondswelled ber breast, 

Hcr eye codfest tbe pearly tear— • 
Her band she to ber bosom prest, 

" Is tbcre no beart for raptare faere ? 
*' TbcM limbs, spmng from tbe fostering sea, 

" Does no warm blood thetr currents fiU ? 

t 

** No beart-pulse ríot wild and free 

'< To joy, to LoTe's delicions tbrill ?"^ 
*' Tho' ali tbe splendonr of tbe sea 

*^ Arouod tby spotless beauty sbine, 
** lliat beart tbat riots wild and free 

" Can bold no sympatby wíth mine ! 
** Tbose sparkling eyes so wild and gay, 

" They swim not in tbe ligfat of Lore— 
** Tbe gentle niaid of Colonsay, 

'< Her eyes are milder tban tbe dove. 
" £v'n now, witbin tbe lonely isle^ 

" Her eyes are dim with tears for me. 



\ 
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'* And canst tlMn Ihink tbat lyren nnile 

*^ Can loote my soai» to dwell «ith tbee ) 
An oocy film lier« UbIm o'cnpraad 

Uníbldt her teDgthcning icaly tMin, 
She toMed in proud ditdain hcr head 

And lashcd with ^rebbcd fin tbc mtiii. 
" DweU hcre alone," the MomiMdctMd, i 

<« And Ti«w for «ff tfae Se» Njrmphs play, 
<* Tby prított wâlly tbe amre tídtf, 

« Shall i^r thy tt«pt from Colontay ! 
« If e'er with fim, Kkc Ootaa'» brood 

<* Thou seMt me cteave th« ^laity ware, 
** Far from tbe daogliter »f the flocid 

<' Conceal thee, in the imaott cave ! 
" I feel ray former sonl rerive, 

'* My beart résenta iby proud diidain, 
" NoF tball a mortal boast alive 

** He Moraed a danghter of tbe main !** 
She fled— Huvund tbe coral cave 

The rollio; waTes resmne their road, 
Around the mortal i<fly rave, 

But enter iwt tbe tlymph'f abode I 
And maoy a weary níght went by 

As in tbe lonely cave he lay, 
And many a snn roUed thro' the sky 

And ponred its beams on Cdonsay. 



l 



203 

And oft beneatli tbe nlver noon 

He heard afar the Mermaid sing» 
Ând oft to maDy a melting tone 

The «hell fonned lyres of Oceaa ring*. • < 
And wben tbe'nioon weot d<»wa the sky 

Still rose ia dreams l^ift^a^ire plaiUf 
Aod oft he thougbt hw Love was by^ 

ADd cbarmed him with some tender •traio 
And beart-sick| oft be waked to weep 

ff^ken ceased that voioe of *ilver aoundi 
And tbought to plonge bim in the deep 

Tbat walled bis cbrystal cavern round. 
Bat still tbe ring of raby red 

Ketained its vivid csrimwn hue^ 
And each despairíng aoceat âed 

To find bis gentle love was true. 
Wben se?en loiíg lenely montbs were gone 

The Mermaid to the «avem eaose^ 
No more mishapen from tbé zoiye, 

Bnt like a maid of moital iiame ! 
** Give thoa to me tbat roby ring 
Tbat on thy finger glaoeesgay. 
And tbon sbalt bear the Mermaid sing 

** The soDg tbou loT'st of Colonsay V 
** Tbis raby ring of crimson grain 
^* SbaU on tby finger glitter gay^ 



« 
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" If thoa wilt bear me tbro' thb mún 

** Once more to TÍsit Colonsay." 
** So tbou but quit tby former flame 

** And live contented aye witb me ; 
** If not— 4noeDsed, my finoy frame 

^ Shall tear tby limbs amidst the sea !' 
** Then bear me swift along tbe main, 

** I bum tbe lonely isle to see, 
** And wben tboa briog^st me bere again, 

" I pligbt my faútb to dwell «itb thee." 
Froad swelled ber beart — sbe deemed at last 

To cbarm him witb ber syren ttrain. 
To keep bim io ber cavem ftait, 

And Love'8 pellncid mby gsún ! 
Her mortal form sbe swift fonook 

To bear tbe Cbieftain tbro* tbe main — 
Joyfiil ber webbed fins sbe sbook. 

And spread at large ber scaly strain. 
Tbis done, sbe dasped tbe Cbieftain fast, 

And quickly>€at tbe foamy spray. 
And as the tbelving rocks sbe passed 

Sbe raised tbe soog of ColoDsay. 
Trembling npon the wave, àppears 

The miduight moon's ancertain smile, 
As tbro* tbe snrge tbe Sea-Maid steers 

Her citnrse unto the lonely isle. 
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Id softer, sweeter straiDs she snng. 

As by the shore they bent tbeir way, 
Wben ligbt to land tbe Cbieftain sprang^, 

And hailed tbe maid of Colonsay ! 
O sad! tbe Mermaid's gay notes fell 

And died in plaintive barmony — 
So sadly mourns tbe writbcd sbell 

Of Jura's sbore, its parent sea ! 
And wben tbe circHng year retums 

Tbe Sailors know tbe fated day. 
For sadly still tbe Mermaid mouras 

The consta nt Cbief of Colonsay. 



CANTO lII. 

Ver. V.— 7%a/ tremhled with her siiver light. 
Tbis is borrowed from Dryden'8 translation of Virgil, Book 
rii. ver. 11. 



'* Tbe moon was brigbt. 



** And tbe sea trembled witb ber siiver iigbt.'* 

Ver. VII. — 2%epurple light of Love displayed, 
I am indebted to Gray for tbis idea, Ode V. 

" 0*er ber warra cbeek and rising bosom, move 

" Tbe bloom of youog desire, and purple ligbt of Lore.*' 
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QANTO IV. 

Ver, 18. — ff^kai time the rage •fci9il wmr, 
After the En^lub and Frencb armics ba4 rendasToused 
io tbe plains of Vczelay, preparáíory to the seoond Crusade, 
the combint^d kiogs, on aoooaDt of the dilficalty of m march 
by land, agreed to proeeed to PaU&tine, by sra. Their fleets 
were however driven by stfCM of weatber into Port Messina, 
in Sicily, where tbey staid tome tioM te refit their vessek. 
Tancredy Usarper of SicUy, dtd every tbtng in hU power to 
foment the jealonsy ezSsting between the two kings, as not 
bcing himself one of the Crusaders, he wished to get rid of 
so formidable and tronblesome an armament. Ricbard bad 
promised to marry Adelais, the sistcr of Philip, but suspecting 
her TÍrtue, he declined the alliance. This wasthe beginniog 
of thuse feuds that rabsisted between the two monarchs. 
Richard bad quartered bis anny in tbe soburbs of Messina, 
and taken postession of a fort, that commanded tbe barbour, 
while Philip bad billetted bis anny In tbe tovm, The Mes- 
sinese baring insulted the Englisb, and being joined by the 
Frencb, the Englisb in revenge attacked the Messinese, de- 
featedtbem, and in spite of their allies the Frencb> planted 
the Britisb standard oq the walls of Messiaa. Philip being 
told of this, ordered some of bis oíBcers to take it down, bnt 
Ricbard made tbem desist, and added, that '* be would him- 



207 

self order the standard to be taken dowD^ to preserve a good 
nnderstanding between two powers en^aged in tbe same com- 
mon cause, bnt that no other persons bnt bis own subjects 
shoiúd attempt to take down tbe standard^ witbont the ut- 
most effosian of blood.** Tbis silenced tbe Frencb king, and 
Richard accordingly ordered bb standard to be taken dowd. 



CANTO V. 



Ver. VII.— •iS'carce tip the mountain tops with gold, 
I find I bave borrowcd tbis line írom Pitt, who in bis 
Translation of Virgil^ bas tbe foliowing similar verses. 



Now bad tbe morn, all-beaoteons, to bebold, 
Tipped tbe bloe monntains with a gleam of gold.* 



Ver. IX. — Ho I set yovr Castle portais widc, 
Tbe Lord High Constable of Sicily, in those times bad 
great powers vested in bim, and was tbe next man in tbe 
realm to the king. 

Ver. XV.— '^Mc? wipêd the cokl conmtisive dew* 
I find, from general reading, tbat I bave been borrowing 
again. Sottthey, ia bis beautíful tale of Rndiger, tias tbese 
linefr— 
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** And on bis clammy ibrehead stood 
" Tbe cold ooDTuUire dew. 

Ver. XXI.-— ^w/ tweuiy apringa have peused my head. 

The idea of maktn^ Lothaire refute Lord Alberfs accnsa- 
tioo, by a mention of bis age, did not occQr to me, till pat in 
mind of it by Ensigo Frencb, of tbe Ist West índia regimeot, 
to «diom I was readiog tbe manascript. Tboagh only 1 8 
years old wben he died, be liad wrítten a fine põem on 
Friendsbip. 

Ver. XXIII.— J7tM tkta antaiiftu me I defy. 
In cases o( arraignment between Peers, in those days, tbe 
jnstife of tbeir canse was kft to tbe decision of arms, how- 
ever convincíng tbe proof» migbt be against citber of the 
pafties. 

CANTO VI. 

Ver. IX.-— ^« when a swain whose tremhling eye, 
Homer and Virgil bare similar comparisoos. 

As wben some sbépberd firom tbe nistling trees 
Sbot fortb to view, a scaly serpent sees, 
IVembling and pak be starts witb wild affrigbt 
And ali confnscd precipitates bis fligbt. 

PoPe'8 HOBfSR. 
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